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I.—Forrian Potttics. 

Tae Daintk Bharat. Mitra of the 27th November says :— | 

_ ‘The news of the arrival of a European squad- Buanat Mima, 
ron off the Straits of Dardanelles was heard long _Yov. 2th, 1695. 
ago, but up to this time war has not been declared against the Sultan, whose 

isgovernment has nearly exterminated the Christian subjects of the Ottoman 
Empire. Idle threats will do no good. If the lives and property of the 
Christians of the ‘lurkish Empire are to be saved from Moslem cruelty, the — 
allied Powers should bring the Sultan to his senses by force of arms. 

2. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 28th November says that isiuisideiiniiniis 

sith Uellibliee oh ths hasan Lord Salisbury surely jested when he said that he 4» Urov Guus, 

question. would not displease Her Majesty’s Musalman sub- Nov. 28th, 1896. 


jects in India by putting pressure upon the Sultan to 
appoint a Christian Governor for Armenia. Everybody knows that-it is Lord 
Salisbury’s Government which has placed the ‘Turkish Government in great diffi- 
culty. By so doing it has not only displeased the Musalmans of India, but the 
entire Moslem world, which looks upon the Sultan of Turkey as their spiritual 
head. The Indian Musalmans have nothing to do with-the affairs of Armenia. 
It matters them very little whether Armenia is governed by a Musalman or a 
Christian Governor. If Lord Salisbury feels any sympathy for the Musalmans 
of India, why does he not direct the authorities here to make some provision 
for the appomtment of Musalmans in the public service in preference to 
Christians ? Certainly Hindus will not be jealous of such an arrangement. 
3. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th November writes as follows :— Minn-0-SuDHAKAR, 
It has been conclusively proved that the Nov. 30th, 1896, 
Christians of Sassun were the first to revolt, and 
that they massacred certain Turkish officers and offered armed opposition to 
the collection of taxes. The Turkish Government had no alternative but to 
send a body of troops to suppress that revolt. It would be a mistake to make a 
comparison between the Armenian rebels and the men who create riots in this 
country. There is no Arms Act in Turkey, and the people there have not to | 
worry themselves to death to obtain a license to possess fire-arms. The sub- ‘ 
jugation of the rebels in Armenia was therefore no easy task. Considering 
that the British Government had to call out troops and kill hundreds in order to 
check the rioters in Assam, at Shambazar, Yeola, Ranguon, Azimganj, Bombay 
and Dhalia, what wonder that the Porte should have had to resort to extreme 
measures to put down the armed rebellion of the Armenians ? 
Lord Salisbury asked the United States Government to join England 
against Turkey. But the Americans are not 80 stupid as to embroil themselves 
in a European war without sufficient pros’ So England now finds herself 
alone in her hostility to the Porte. An single-handed she will not certainly dare 
invite Turkey to a fight, for she knows that Turkey is not Manipur. But, now 
that her prestige is at stake, England will neither remain inactive. The fresh 
revolts of Armenians and Christians are certainly the results of instigation by 
men of Mr. Gladstone’s party. But do Mr. Gladstone and Lord Salisbury con- 
sider it a sound policy to instigate the Christian subjects of the Porte against 
their Sovereign ? Alas, that statesmen like them should become so blind. Can 
Mr. Gladstone guarantee that the fire which is being kindled in Turkey will 


not spread and consume the whole world? 


The Armenian question. 


The Armenian question. 


II.—Home ADMINIsTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 
ioura. Prakash for the second fortnight of Kartik and the first cali 
ae “fortnight of Agrahayan has the following article beep: Fort- 


night of Kartik 


Village chaukidars. 7 English i a i arti 
ViLLAGe CHAUKIDARS. Ageaheyes, 
(Communicated.) 


! ‘city. ‘wi i ioy their envious position as a 
d the felicity with which they enjoy ¢ | 
hive the termaination of the month of Aswin oe apt poner Oe rene 
quarter of the year, and the advance of the month of ee - robs os age 
remuneration of that quarter realized by the village panchaya ae villagers. 


¥ 


Gaya PuncH 
Nov, 25th, 1895. 
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| Fortunately or unfortunately we had to reside in @ village not more than three miles and-a. \ 


off from the town, and had occasion to witness how matters pase on. On the expiration 
ye first quarter of the year, it pleased that august personage, the village chaukidar, onoe 
to tread upon the Miers 1 ands for realisation of his dues along with the village panchayat 
and this was the second auspicious occasion when it blessed the village lands to have the foot- 
steps of its protector, within a shorter imaginable period, after a lapse of only three months, 
The realization was conducted this way :— two or three days preceding the date on which the 
pay of the chaukidars had to be sent to the local police-station, whence the chaukidars are 
paid off, the village panchayats would take the villagers by surprise and demand the payment 
the very next day. Next the turn of the officer himself comes, I mean the chaukidar saheb— 
who treading over the meekly village paths, would stop at first at the door of the drummer, cal]. 
ing on him to appear with his drums to the house of any and everybody who would turn out a 
defaulter. At this state of things the poor villagers were taken aback and set about liquidat- 
ing their forefathers’ dues, mortgaging ten rupees’ worth articles for an eight-anna piece, to » 
money-lender or others. The whole amount of Rs. 14 at Rs. 5 a month was thus collected 
in course of a day or two, and sent and paid off to the chaukidar for his services unseen and 
unheard of. Ss ee ee : 

Now to judge the merit of this payment—a chaukidar is paid = in proportion to the 
earnings of a day labourer, the latter by the sweat of his brow by doing manifolds, whereas 
the former with ease and comforts not by doing anything, but oy not doing anything. The 
law might attech a world of duties to a village chaukidar, but the villagers to whom ho is a 

tentate know only (1) of his attending the adjoining police-station bi-weekly, if he is an 
idiot and belpless (I mean having no patron to serve and satisfy), or otherwise if intelligent and 
supported, and (2) giving the news of birth and death on that occasion. This is all that make 
up the sum total of what would be called duty of a chaukidar. The work of night-watch as 
was intended and believed to be the duty of a village chaukidar has come up to have 
been an idea of a by-gone days, but none of this nineteenth century to say the vast of 
this decade. The theft of fruits from trees and such other things have thus become the ocour- 
rence of every day. : 

It will now be seen that though poor gain nothing for what they pay, still they have 
no right to withhold the payment. The law that has made such a machine to grind us, has 
made it perfect and workable, as it is the making of an intelligent and benign Government. 
Now the question is to whom is due its violation to such adepth? We pity the ignorance 
and goodness of the innocent villagers who yield as a paddy land though ploughed and fur- 
rowed a hundred times. This coupled with the shrewdness of some of the intelligent 
panchayats, who could souk juice out of it for their own sake added much to the indulgence 
of the chaukidars. Hence it is that panchayats sre the real culprits lacking in their duty of 
representing whatever shortcoming they meet with in the person of the chaukidars under 
them. 

To conclude, we would enter more into its particular by stating bare facts of a case: 
the village we reside in has a chaukidar, whom we have never seen in the course of the last 
two years, which represent the term of our living here, to have entered once in the village in 
forgiving his capacity attributed to him as a chaukidar, except in realization of his dues from 
the villagers. He, moreover, lives on the other side of a river, and has therefore an informid- 
able barrier especially during the raius. 

We would, therefore, appeal to the highest authority of the land (the District Magistrate) 
to judge the inclinations of the panchayatsin making selections of such a man as chaukidar of 
: —— and in taking no actions against such of his delinquency in the performance of his 

uties. 

The beauty of the case still remains to be exposed, we hear such a competent and dutiful 
chaukidar has been proposed to become a dafadar, #.c., head among ten of his brother chauki- 
dars with increment of pay to supervise their work. Can anything be cunceived more 
ridiculous than this? None is to blame—the play of such a nature is seen all over the offices, 
schools, &0.,—the time is changed ‘‘ vice triumphs, virtue vices obeys.” 

The attention of the authority is appealed to—to distribute—what redress there may be 
to save the thousands souls of this impoverished land from being unnecessarily looted by 


individual impostors by wilful delinquency of the thousand and one duty allotted to them by 
the express provision of the law. : 


ALPHA. 


5. The butchers of Arrah, says a correspondent of the Gaya Punch of 

a he lec the 25th November, are almost exasperated by 
ere eubardustism on the part of the local police. The 

local policemen generally pay unduly low prices for the meat they buy, and if 
the butchers ask for more, thrash them with their batons. The matter has been 


brought to the notice of the police authorities of the place, but the poor 
butchers have failed to get their grievances redressed. 


6. A correspondent of the Charu Mthir of the 26th November says that 


An ive Police Officer in everybody had expected that with the transfer of 
ymensingh. 


Senuieun tan Babu Haris Chandra Thakurta from Jamalpur, 


there would be an end of police oppression in that 


Sed 
ee 
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eee But that expectation has been falsified. There are many Haris 
handras.in the police. Jamalpur is now suffering at the hands of jendra 
Babu. T’he correspondent gives an account of he case in which Rajendra 
Babu, who is now a head-constable in Jamalpur and six others, have been 
charged with wrongful confinement and extortion by one Nadiar Chand Gop. 
The case is being investigated by the District Superintendent of Police. ie 
7. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence Csarv Mum, 
Si kk dedi sc us| of thefts and dacoities in the Gopalpur thana of the +: 2th, 1808. 
the Memeusingh distelet, ™  Mymensingh district. A goldsmith of Simla Bazar Sek 
has been robbed by dacoits of a large sum of money. 
Babu Isan Chandra of Sonahati and Purna Chaadve Chakravarti of Bhattaps 
have also been victims of dacoities. But the police seldom hold investigations. 
The authorities should enquire into the number of local investigations which are 
held by the olice in this thana every year. | 
8. A Kaniganj correspondent of the Burdwan Sanivant of the 26th Bonpway saxsivam, 
satis dniilins eiaikilaate November complains of the prevalence of daring Nov. 26th, 1896. 
division of the Burdwan datyet, o2COities in oe Barakar, and a certain 
re village near Asansol. The police can neither 
prevent the commission of the crime nor bring the offenders to justice. 
9. The Europeans, observes the Hitaishi of the 26th November, are a iia 
gallant and generous race of people. They are .y oh 1895 
Charity incarnate; and they cannot bear the sight BIAS 
of nasty natives, cursed with enlarged livers, drag- — 
ging a miserable, transient existence on earth. This is the reason why the 
are bent upon exterminating the black natives. It is their heart’s wish that 
they may remove the natives of India from the face of earth just as they have 
removed the aboriginal tribes of America. But that is not an easy thing to do, 
and the hope of the Europeans in India is never likely to be Palfilled, But 
their energy is not to be damped, and there is nothing to prevent their activity . 
from finding its vent. Let us try to achieve our purpose, and if we fail no. 
blame will attach to our conduct. This seems to be the motto of these 
Europeans. And the killing of natives here and there shows thai they have 
begun to work in right earnest. Murder of natives by Europeans is growing to 
be an incident of every-day occurrence in this country. Only the other day a 
poor native of Budge-Budge met with his deliverance at the hands of a 
European. He is sure to be blessed with a white skin in his next life if it is 
too much to expect that he, thus delivered from his bondage in this world, will 
henceforth live in the benign presence of Christ. The District Superintendent 
of Police made an enquiry into the case. The result of the enquiry is no more 
than what could be naturally expected. The District Superintendent reports 
that the death of the poor native was purely accidental. The accused fired at a 
mad dog. The shot missed its aim and struck the deceased and killed him on 


A native killed by a European 
in Budge-Budge. 


the spot. c 
10. The Samay of the 29th November observes that police constables are I 
birds of the same feather all the world over In __ yoy, ooth, i895. 
Police oppression. Calcutta the police constables are seen to levy 


blackmail from shop-keepers, hawkers, hackney carriage-drivers, and cartmen. 
At the Dum-Dum and Sealdah stations the oppression of hackney carriage- 
drivers and cartmen by police constables is very great. ‘I'he same 18 also the 
case in the Punjab and other provinces of India. ee 
11. Referring to the death of a Uriya from the effects of a kick ad- = Sansam, 
cane ministered to him by @ European employé in Nov. 80th, 1606. 
aves Eee Wy eee the Rajarbagan Jute Mill at Tollygunge, the Sanjt- 
vani of the 830th November sarcastically observes that the death of the Uriya 
was dueto the consequence of his own sinful acts ina past life, and the authorities 
need not have cana the District Superintendent of Police, 24-Parganas, un- 
necessarily spend his valuable time in making an inquiry into poh ae a 
Referring to the death of a native in Budge-Budge from the sho Pct y 
a European and the report of the District Superintendent of i ore 
the accused not guilty, the same paper observes that, the sagen yi dling 
as he was eating his dinner. His helpless wife and children are sadly bewa 


their lot and are now stee in misery and poverty. The a escapes 
scotfree, but el are the a. family of the deceased to be provided for? 
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How would have the deceased fared if he had been in the place of the accused ? 
The Government recently issued a circular prohibiting sporting in the vicini 
of human habitations. Is this the way the Government circular ‘is being 
obeyed ? : | | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


12, A correspondent of the Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of 

ne Kortik and first fortnight of Agrahayan complains 

Pte Deputy Magistrates of 415+ Babus Kshetragopal Roy and Golakchandra 

ae Basak, Deputy Magistrates stationed at the Sadar 

station of the Tippera district, are in the habit of callmg parties and witnesses 

sula and other names. These officers are also very unwilling to allow the 

cross-examination of witnesses and behave rudely towards mukhtars who express 
a wish to cross-examine. 


13. The Charu Mihir of the 26th November says that in the Mymensingh 

The operation of the certificate Collectorate certificates under the Public Demands 
procedure in the Mymensingh dis. Recovery Act are generally made against wrong 
trict. parties Itis not that this is done through mistake, 
but the amla have an evident interest in doing so. It is hoped that before 
leaving the district Mr. Earle will thoroughly overhaul the certificate sarishia. 


14. Sir Charles Elliott, observes the Sulabh Dainik of the 29th November, 


| has recommended the introduction of trial by jury 
cee, Peal mene the in six new districts in all cases excepting those of 
‘ apcbrar murder and rioting. His Honour evidently labours 
under the impression that in murder and riot cases the jury. are against the 
conviction of the accused. But itisin these very cases that trial by jury- is 
most necessary. Nevertheless the Lieutenant-Governor is entitled to the grati- 
tude of the public for the favour that he proposes todo them. A blind uncle, 
says an Indian proverb, is better than no uncle. Half a loaf is better than no 
loaf. ‘Ihe public, however, would have been far more grateful to Sir Charles 
Elliott if he had recommended the extension of the jury system to all cases. 
As the Judge is not bound to abide by the verdict of the jury, there would have 
been no harm in allowing murder and riot cases to be tried by them. Sir 
Charles Elliott has never done the people good during his rule, and they. will 


remain grateful to him if he cansignalise the close of his administration at least 
by one good act. 


15. The Hitavadi of the 29th November fails to understand why the case 


_ Inwhich the Cantonment Magistrate of Barrackpore 

cue case against ranted certain milkmen a to prosecute 
the police for having brought a false charge agaist 

them was transferred from Barrackpore to the tile of Babu Shamadhav: Rai, 
Deputy ne spe of Sealdah. But the writer has been astonished at. the 
result of the tria! held before the latter Magistrate. While the Cantonment 
Magistrate of Barrackpore found that it was the police who had committed 
oppressions on the milkmen, and over and above that, brought a false charge 
against them, Babu Shamadhub found the police innocent, and not only dis- 
missed the charge against them, but has committed for trial under section 211 of 
the Penal Code, a witness for the prosecution for giving false evidence. No 
greater anomaly in the administration of criminal justice than has occurred in 


connection with this case can be conceived. As the case is not yet closed, it 1s 
hoped Government will have its attention directed to it. 


16. The same paper quotes the Indian Mirror's view of its agitation 


against Mr. Heard of Deoghur, and says that any 

Haren, ‘uleuations against “Mr. investigation into the sifaketlons ‘oils against 
: ioe Mr. Heard will be worth little unless it is held 
publicly, like the investigation which was held against.Mr. Fordyce. It is also 
necessary that before the investigation is held, Mr. Heard should either be 
oe from service or transferred to some other division; for, so long 38 
e remains in Deoghur, no one will venture to say anything against him. "The 

writer 18 sorry to find the Government remainving satisfied with the results of ® 


private investigation, in spite of his assurance that he wil legation 
against Mr. Heard if a public investigation is held ri eevee eee 


(105, +) 
17. The same paper says that most people will be dumb-foundered to hear 


ilies altace _ Of the very severe punishment inflicted upon . 
uate miner 7+ Dorey thot by Maulvi Asus Salam, Depnty Magistrate of 
cos. Howrah, The man, an old offender, had stolen a 
piece of cloth and a piece of chudder from a, dhobie’s house, and was sentenced not 
only to two years’ rigorous imprisonment, but to a fine of Rs. 50, in default 
to a further period of imprisonment for six months, to thirty stripes of; whip- 


_ ping, and under section 74 of the Penal Code, to three months solitary confine- 
ment. The Magistrate, however, was kind enough to say that he did not send 
up the case to the sessions because, the value of the clothes stolen was only one 
rupee. What a difference between his sweet words and his severe, sentence? 
Cases like this lead the public to believe that severity of punishments is the 
result of pressure brought to bear upon the subordinate judiciary by their official 
superiors, Itisa fact that many 
latter inflict light punishments. 


There is nothing yet to prove whether Magis- 


trates in their turn are not put under similar pressure by somebody else. It is 
easier to imagine than to describe the happiness and comfort of a people among 


whom the criminal judiciary are convinced that the infliction of heavy punish- 
ments upon criminals is a sure recommendation for promotion. 
18. A correspondent of the same paper says that some days ago he heard 
A case of susvicious death, (22+ Mr. Bomford, Assistant Engineer, Mohps, had 
. killed the store-clerk Babu at the station, and that 
a havildar having witnessed the occurrence, had informed Mr. Baker, Subdivi- 
sional Officer at Ganjang. Mr. Baker, who is a friend of Mr. Bomford’s, came 
to investigate the matter, but was satisfied with the story that the man, who was 
in the habit of smoking ganja, had killed himself by smoking an overdose of 
that drug. He did not even consider it necessary to have the dead body, 
which had been buried, exhumed for examination. 
The editor cannot vouch for the truth of the correspondent’s story, but 
requests Government to enquire into the matter. 
19, The Bangavasi of the 30th November complains that in spite of the 


The Magistrate asa Judge and law to the con , Magistrates in this country are 
as the head of the executive. in the habit of trying cases into which they them- 


selves instituted an inquiry as the heads of the executive. The writer quotes 
an instance from his memory in which a Deputy Magistrate advised a Police 
Sub-Inspector to extort the confession of an accused person who was undergoing 
trial before him. | | 
20. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th November has been alarmed to 
hear that the District Judge of Noakhali has pro- 
posed to Government the removal of the munsifi 
| at Hatia to the Sadar, on the ground that the. sea 
threatens to encroach upon the munsifi building. The District Judge should 
have consulted the convenience of the inhabitauts before making the proposal. 
It has always been believed to be a guiding principle of the administration that 
executive and judicial officers should be present among the people, and not live 
at their ease in a paradise removed from them. But one fails to understand 
upon what principle the administration is now-a days carried on. fat 
21. ‘The same paper congratulates itself upon the happy termination of 
the Midnapore case in which a party of Hindu 
_ The Hindu-Musalman quarrel jatrawallas were charged in the local Criminal 
—_—" Court by the Musalman residents of the place with 
which wounded the latter’s religious susceptibilities (Report on 


N ber, paragraph 29). It was fortunate that the 
ee ee te to La an apology tothe Muham- 


have such songs sung by his party 


The 


proposed removal of a 
munsifi in 


e Noakhali district, 


singing songs 
Native Papers 
Manager of the ja/rawalla party saw his way 


madans in open Court, promising never to 


ing of a judgment six days ‘after he had availed himself of leave. 


The High Court has, however, quashed the judgment as illegal. 1t is a wonder 


Magistrates reprove their Deputies if the — 


HiuravaDi. 


Mrnin-0-SupuakaR, 
Nov, 30th, 1896. 


MInIR-0-SUDBAK AR. 
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officer, who does not know that he has no official -existence:'as a Magi 
Shs aha he is on leave, should: be allowed to hold such a responsible office, : 
But the ways of Government are inscrutable. aaa 
Darwrx-0-SaMacHaR 23. The same paper does not see why after seeing the termination of the 
CHANDEIK4, Howrah case, people should clamour for justice in 
Deo. Ist, 1896, og tient — of oo by® 4 case in which a cooly at Bartala Bazar in Tolly- 
ast aps aes gunge, is alleged to have been killed by a European: 
Even if the case is one of murder, it will be tried in the Alipore Sessions, and not. 
in the High Court, and why should a different result be expected in Alipore than 
was obtained in the similar case in Howrah? The Howrah case proved that 
even the confession of a European accused is no evidence against him. It is 
true Mr. Justice Phear advised the criminal judiciary in this country to attach 
little weight to the confessions of native culprits, because through fear of the 
police they say anything the police wants them to say. But can a European 
culprit, too, make a false confession through fear of the police? 
94. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 1st December thanks the Lieutenant- 


Governor for his proposal to extend the jury system: 
The proposed extension of the 


y prop The writer, however, regrets that His Honour 
ee proposes to extend the system only to six new 
districts and to cases excepting those of murder and rioting. Districts like 
Jessore, Mymensingh, Chittagong, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Cuttack and Midnapore 
have become ripe for the system of trial by jury. It is not also safe to entrust 
European Judges unacquainted with the manners and customs of the people 
to try cases of murder and rioting without the help of a jury. 3 


(d) — Education. 


Tarpuna Paakase, 25. A correspondent of the Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of 
bok the second fort. ‘ ‘The head-mester ofthe Tippera Kartik and first fortnight of Agrahayan, 1302 BS., 


¢ fortnight of complains of gross carelessness and neglect of duty 
a aoe part of the head-master of the Tippera Zilla school. The clerk of the 


institution, who is a great favourite with the head-master, has misappropriated, 
undetected, a large amount of school-fees during the last eight or nine months, 
This could never have happened if the head master hud taken the ordin 
gst to check the collection accounts by a comparison with the rolls, 
e head master, who talks away nearly the whole year, begins to put undue 
pressure upon the students a month or two before the examination, so that 
many students are forced to leave the school. Everybody would see how true 
this is ifa list could be produced of the number of students who left the 
institution this year before the Puja. He is too much engrossed with his own 
private affairs to be able to attend properly to his official duties. Unlike 
students generally, the students of the school are not found to have taken part in 
any good work during the present head-master’s time. They showed, however, 
a very contrary disposition under the late head-master, Babu Dwijadas Datta. 
Bang hnrg rny 6. A Naihati correspondent of the Som Prakash of the Ydth November 


: says that, on the occasion of his recent visit to the 
- Enspeotcd Daw, Karim, Assistent Mahendra school in Naihati, Mr. Abdul Karim 


| remarked, immediately on entering the school, that 
he had come not only to examine the students but also the teachers. He asked 
a boy of the second class to explain a certain passage from his Engl'sh text- 
book. The boy having explained it in the words given in Babu Nilkantha 
Majumdar’s key, the Assistant Inspector flew into a rage, called the explana- 
tion wrong, and told the boys not to refer to that key, as ‘Nilkantha knew 
nothing.” On going to examine another class he found fault with the boys for 
their ronunciation of certain words. The second teacher pointed out that, 
according to both Chambers’ and Webster’s Dictionaries, the boys’ were the 


correct pronunciations. But the Assistant Inspector was not the man to yield 
and he immediately called the pronunciations given in scr and 
Webster’s dictionaries wrong. 


27. The Hitaishi of the 26th November draws the attention of the Director 
School-boy morality. of Public Instruction to the prevalence of the habit 
of smoking “ Bird’s-eye” cigarcttes among school- 


boys and young men. This objectionable practice should be put down with a 
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high hand. In the Punjab strict’ measures are ‘adopted by the . at 
college authorities to prohibit all such objectionable action: ra or dou 
tional authorities in Bengal should follow in their footsteps. Pang 
28. The Vikrampur of = 28th N a ae that the Government 
ee is throwing o es in the path of the progress of 
Frimary education. high education: on the plea of furthering the spread 
of primary education. This primary education, however, is doing incalculable 
mischief to those who are its recipients. The children of the lower classes 
who receive primary education learn to hate the callings of their ancestors: 
they ‘become inflated with vanity, and cease to pay _ respect’ to’ their 
superiors. Little learning has proved dangerous in their case. 
29. In the course of a long article on the present condition of Hindu 
Government and the Brahmans, S0Clety, @ correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 


29th November says that Government has had the . 


start of the people in perceiving that unity still exists among the Brahmans, 
and that the Brahman community forms the corner stone of the fabric of 
Hindu society. If Government had not perceived this before the people, it 
would not have troubled itself so. much about ¢ols. It is true Pandit Mahesh 
Chandra Nyayaratna’s tol report has become old, but there is no knowing what 
the policy of subsidising the Pandits initiated at Sir Alfred Croft’s instance will 
ultimately lead to. Government’s tender solicitude for the fols may lead one to 
believe that it is anxious to save the Sanskrit language and literature and the 
shastras in that language from destruction. But a little reflection will show 
that Government's action is only a move in the direction of bribing the 
Brahmans and the Pandits. Under these circumstances the only: hope of the 
ople lies in the fact that the Brahmans as a class are not the men to be easily 
duped. They may accept Government stipends, but so long as they may 
count upon the support of their countrymen, they will not sell themselves or 
their shastras to Miechhas. ‘The people of the country should therefore remove 
a principal cause of anxiety by organising measures for the education and 
support of the Brahman class. 
80. The Banganivasi of the 29th November observes that able and com- 


tent men are never nominated as Fellows of the | 


he a of the Calcutta alcutta University. Men like Harish Chandra 
eat Mukharji, Kesab Chandra Sen, Prasanna Kumar 
Lahiri, Ashutosh Mukharji (senior) and Raj Krishna Mukharji were not 
nominated as Fellows. It is only the favourites of the Chancellor and the 
Vice-( hancellor that are generally recommended for the distinction when the 
latter fail to confer any other title of honour on them. Since the introduc- 
tion of the system of election afew graduates of talents and ability have 
entered the Senate, but still success in election depends to a large extent on 
canvassing, and men like Babus Nilamber Mukharji, Lalmohan Das, Nilkantha 
Muzumdar and Dr. Chandra Mohan Ghose have failed to get themselves elected. 
31. Sir Charles Elliott, observes the Samay of the 29th November, is no 
friend of high education, and he has spared no 
Sir Charles Elliott and Anglo- pains to curtail the educational expenditure in 
— Bengal. But while the Lieutenant-Governor is so 
niggardly in the matter of native education, he has very generously sanctioned 
a grant of eighty-four thousand rupees for the opening of a school in Kurseong 
for the children of the Anglo-Indians. There wes no need of making this 
grant. ‘There are many schools for European boys in Darjeeling which is very 
close to Kurseong, and the Europeans for whose children the school is going to 
be fuunded can afford to found and maintain a school themselves at their own 
expense. It is strange that a Government which cannot spare money for the 
promotion of public welfare should waste money-in this and many other ways. 
32. The Sanjivani of the 30th November observes that a school for the 
children of Europeans has been lately established 


The Government grantforfound- d the Bengal Government bas sanc- 
ing aschool for European boys in In Kurseong, an @e peng , 
Ratan ‘i if tioned an annual grant of Rs. 84,000 for its up-keep 


; ; 1ecti ith this that the 
and maintenance. It should be noticed in cunnection wit 
Government pleads poverty when it withdraws its help from a school - yng 
and hands it over to private management. So great, it is allege . is the 
want of funds at its disposal, that the Government has lately stopped paying 
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the coat-—small as it is—ineurred by the students of the Medical College in 
getng to ine. BO nicul Gardens to attend lectures on Botany. But the English. 
man’s partiality for his contrymen is proverbial, and a Government. which 
always ins of its poverty does not hesitate to spend about a lakh of rupees 
a year for the education of a handful of European children, whose fathers have 
sufficient means to found and manage a school themselves. ‘There are many 
schools for European children in Darjeeling which is only ata short distance 
from Kurseong. The expediency of founding a school in Kurseong is, ‘thero- 
fore, doubtful. The po crm nee eng = money for ye at page ag the 

children of the natives who etax. Dub Money 16 NOt ' Ww 
are pleased to help a school established for the education of the children of ved 
own ——— If this is not partiality, what is? oes, 
- 88. The same paper understands that the members of the Higher Train- 
ing Society will present the Lieutenant-Governor 
with an address. This is not at all strange. One 
could not — better conduct from students who 
are led and guided by Mr. Wilson. Who could be better entitled to the 
gratitude of students than a person who has passed rules framed with the object 
of expelling native students from the Medical College, and who has sanctioned 
a handsome annual grant for the maintenance of a school for European 
children by curtailing the expenditure incurred in educating the children of 
natives ? at a falling off is here in the morals of the students! The pandits 
too, it is said, will present a farewell address to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
The — (who has hitherto been known for his unostentatious pursuit of 
edge and his retired life, sanctified by religious practices) can certainly 


. 
> 


Farewell addresses to Sir Charles 
Elliott. 


find nothing better or nobler to do! : 
84. Keferring to the selection of Babu Haraprasad’s History of India as 
._ _  @ text-book for the candidates for the Entrance 
p wiimthwa s Hiss examination, the Darsak of the 1st December ob- 
i serves that it ought to give a native of this country 
ize pleasure when a book written by one of his countrymen written in Eng- 


is selected as a text-book. But Babu Harap ’s book bristles with 
mistakes even after it has passed through the correcting hands of many persons. 
The History Board ought not to have persisted in selecting such a book as a 


‘text book. 
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wit hf g and Chittagong. 


Agrabayan, 


(e)——Local Sclf-Government and Municipal Administration. 


35. In reference to the Murshidabad District Board’s proposal to curtail 

its expenditure on middle education, because its 

m+ Bee wg by Bagong income frum ferries has been reduced, the Prattkar 

' Of the 29th November points out that the reason 

why there has been a decrease in the Board’s ferry receipts is that it wants to 

farm the ferries out at exorbitantly high prices, and the farmers cannot compete 
with the zamindars’ ferries. 

36, The same paper g vxges ey Local Self-Government in me oe 

: as proved to be as worthless as the proverbia l 

“a eeemevesnes in Bengal. Jaddus (a kind of Indian shabeoh 2 ). When the 

system was introduced by Lord Ripon, great expectations were entertained of 

its Success. But it has ultimately proved the apple of discord, creating dissen- 

sion and party-feeling among the people. It has also given an opportunity to 

the Government to impose fresh taxes upon them in the name of sanitation. 


Municipal money is wasted, municipal affairs are mismanaged, and the object 
of Local Self-Government is hover fulfilled. ™ a 


(/)— Questions affecting the land. 
87. The Tripura Prakash for the 2nd fortnight of Kartik and lst fort- 


es night of Agrahayan, writes as follows:— 
Settlement operations in Tippera Government is no doubt actuated by laudable 
Chit motives in conducting the settlement operations ™ 
ittagong. But the people, who seldom see very far, are alarmed to see 4 


survey and settlement made on new principles. “There is unrest and | 
content on all sides. No one feels © eros. Even the laziest has awoke: % 


Mee Aa 
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their danger ; even the most apathetic have roused themselves up to defend their 
rights. Eve body thinks that all that he has is at stake, “Such an excitement 
was never before seen in the country. The Commissioner, however, says. that 
“the tenantry affected by the great land.settlement in progress in Chittagong 
and Tippera are manifestly satisfied with the results known to them.” ‘But-are 
the tenantry really satisfied with the results of the settlement? If they: are, 
how is it that the tenants on the Sarail estate have withheld rent, and Mr. 


) it even by going personally from 


Carlyle has failed to induce them to pay 
village to village? How is it that the tenantry are holding meetings, in every 
village? How is it that as a last resource the authorities have decided up 

collecting rent by the certificate process? Are these sigus of satisfaction? What 
did the trial for the murder at Bhui Sahar disclose the other day? Did not the 
tenants declare quite unabashed that they had not yet been able to make up 
their minds as to whéther to pay rent or to withhold it? What are the 
talukdars-of Chakla Rosnabad doing ? If the falukdars had been satisfied with 
the settlement, would: oy | have assembled in: meetings to concert measures? 
Why are they petitioning the Director of Land Records? Why are the téenan- 


try moving about bewildered? Why are the tenants of Meherpur selling their — 


cattle to find pleaders’ fees? Why are the tenants of Palpara parting with 
everything? Have they not.the results of the settlement of Sonarchar before 
their eyes ? Isnot this widespread uneasiness and discontent due to the settlement ? 
Who ever asked for this settlement? Why this meddlesome philanthropy ? We 
ask with the Maharaja of Darbhanga.—lIs it right to destroy the happiness of 
the people in this way: in pursuit of an idea? Is it proper to embitter the rela- 
tions between the zamindar and the raiyat ? The peace and happiness of the 
country are being sacrificed to this idol of settlement? We never saw such 


distrust and excitement among the people. 
38. The same paper says that the way in which settlement operations 
are being conducted in Chakla Rosnabad raises 


. be perce ve, operations in Rosna- the suspicion that the object of the settlement is to ™% 


Pe enrich the zamindar at the expense of the tenure- 
holders and tenants in general, The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division 
writes as follows in his Administration Report :— | saat 

“In the great private settlement of the Maharaja of Hill Tippera’s 
zamindari, the class of middlemen called talukdars are chief objectors because 
the preposterous shares claimed by them in-the rent are not allowed. Ina 
great number of cases these claims, if granted, would leave his Highness to pay 
an annual loss on his estate, besides shutting him out from any margin of the 
proceeds.” | oe | ne 

These remarks of the Commissiuner’s are unreasonable and utterly un- 
founded. He has expressed this opinion only because he has never conferred 
on the subject with the talukdars, and has formed his opinion on the one-sided 
representations of the Maharaja’s officers or on those of the Government officials 
who place implicit faith in those officers. 


half of the net proceeds from the estate and the talukdars signified their desire 
to give the ul aharaja only 25. per cent.. of the net profits. They hoped 
that the authorities would fix a. percentage intermediate between these two as 
the Maharaja’s due. But misled by the one-sided representations of the 


The follow: ; Nl with regard to the 
lakh. ir remarks of Sir Antony MacDonne gard 
ely inetiger oe in the Darbhanga district are equal 7 sean to: 
this increase of rent:—‘‘ This enormous unearned ince aman & se 
about.one hundred fold the zamindar’s income as taken for reenine ” moments 
purposes three generations ago, has, with very few ape on emi 
without any expenditure of capital by the landlords, witho | 
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fulfilled many of the. obli one which English notions of landed. pro perty 
‘ownership of ‘ ; oP ) | 
a ‘i tn dai a the part of the authorities to pronounce such views 
before the Settlement Officer has formed his opinion of the matter by hearing 
both sides. The authorities who should promote | pre are sowing broad. 
cast the seeds of disturbance. Sir Charles himself did this when he advised the 


ver to be guided by the representations of the Maharaja’s 
cry Sir Charles Eliott has boeshedl that this settlement will be a mom 
ment of his glory. ‘Those who are suffering from this settlement, however, 
think that it will be a monument of his disgrace. A settlement conducted 
according to the law would have done much good, but a settlement conducted 
*n accordance With instructions that the Settlement Officer should be guided by 
one-sided representations and make haste will do nothing but evil. 


(9) Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


89. A correspondent of the Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight ‘of 

P is ania "sael — forge first gg ee 5 ba com- 

ee 7 ains that man ople o ittagong have not yet 

waa: ti Danang Sbtai ned wtcrniss Ov. for their bids acquired for 

the local railway, but have to pay the zamindar’s rent for those lands all the 

same. It is hoped that the Commissioner will see that these men get their dues 
without delay. 


40. The Som Prakash of the 25th November says that oppressions of 
- ; natives on railways would disappear if all posts at 
pA, native lady, insulted on the the disposal of the railway authorities carrying 
oe r salaries above Rs. 20 were filled with natives, and 
not, as is now the case, with Eurasians. The following:case illustrates the 
manner in which European and Eurasian railway employés unnecessarily 
harass and insult native passengers. About a month or so ago a native gentle- 
man with his wife was travelling to Monghyr. At the Tinpahar station he 
was accosted by a Eurasian employé of the railway, who wanted to know his 
destination and if the “4 accompanying him was really his wife. ‘Though 
the gentleman assured the Eurasian employé that the lady was really his wife, 
at the next station he entered the compartment occupied by them and pressed 
to be allowed to see the lady’s face, in order that he might ascertain, as he 
said, that she was not the lady about whom a telegram had been received 
from Howrah and who was said to have eloped with a gentleman, taking with 
her some jewels. The man continued persecuting the lady and the gentle- 
man in this manner, till the train aa the Ghoga station. Here, though a 
native railway officer of apparently superior status told the Eurasian, who had 
got down at this place, that he was on the wrong scent, the latter again attempt- 
ed to enter the carriage. But this time the gentleman made bold to prevent 
his doing so, and thus saved himself and his wife from further molestations. 


41. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 29th November suggests the 


Certain suggestions for the following alterations in the timing of trains on the 
Bengal ‘Provincial Railway autho. Bengal Provincial Railway :— 


ritles ° : ; 

| (1) The train which is started from Magra 
at 10-43 a.m, should be connected with 41 ast: Indi ‘i d 
ial Ge cael Gs Ce ected wi up of the East Indian Railway, an 


(2) The morning 7-58 train, which is started from Magra every day except 

on Sundays and Mon ays, should be started on Sundays ne fhe) : 

_ The Pm ances also says that the Manager of the Bengal Provincial 

Railway should request the authorities of the East Indian Rai way to start 
the 31 up-train from Howrah a little earlier in the morning. 


42. A Hatras correspondent writes in the Sanjivani of the 30th November 
Reliwor exiovences. that on the 2nd idem one Babu Sivasundar Chou- 
his famil duri of Dob Chachia in the Bagura district - and 


clerk er Wore very ill-treated by a European ticket-collector and a booking 


onging to the staff of stati a 
Babu sae had . asi bor hams station on the East Indian Railway. 


for his luggage. Still the rail nts 10 
question demanded excess fare for the san O Ba rinses § loclining 
pay anything, they did not allow him to ah u sibs pl pense , vs 


p into the train. 
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The East Indian Railway Company levy an exorbitant rent from tke owners 


of native sweetmeat-stalls on the railway platforms. The latter are, therefore, — 


compelled to sell adulterated food to the | mga ae The railway authorities 
spare no expense in providing for the comforts of European passengers, but they 
sadly neglect to look after the convenience of the native passengers, When 
there is a heavy pressure of traffic they fill goods wagons with native assengers, 
male and female, without providing for the lighting of the vehicles, The 


conveniences of the native railway employés are also sadly ignored by the 
railway authorities. The native doctors in the employ of the Railway ry 
18 18 


have now to look after the health of a large number of patients. And t 
the reason why they fail to treat their patients well. 


(h) — General. 
43. The Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of Kartik and first fort 


The Administeation Report of night of Agrahayan, 1302 (B.S.), makes the following 
the Chittagong Division for further observations on the Administration Report 


1894-96. of the Chittagong Division for 1894-95 :— 


(1) The Collector of Tippera reported that palm-juice was mainly used 
in that district for the preparation of molasses, and, with a view 
to prevent injustice to individuals, recommended that all palm- 
trees should be either exempted from the excise tax or be 
taxcd alike. He further reported that it was his belief that 
many people in Tippera paid the excise tax not because they 
intended to sell ¢a:1, but because they were afraid of being 


TRIPURA PRAKASH, 


for the second fort- 
ht of Kartik and 
fortnight of 
Agrahayan, 1302B.5. 


harassed in default of such payment. ‘The justice of the — 


Collector’s latter supposition is not at all clear. But the rest of 
his observations in this connection are important, and are the result 
of experience. ‘The Commissioner, however, while admitting 
the Collector’s remarks to be true, has refused to lay any stress 
upon them. It is also evident from the Collectors remarks that 
the occasional convictions by the Deputy Magistrates in Tippera 
onthe charge of having neglected to take out licenses for palm- 


trees are illegal. 


(2) The Commissioner has referred to cases of cattle being run over on 
account of want of fencing on the two sides of the railway. 
Government should compel the args authorities to fence the 
railway on both sides, or not cattle alone but men, too, will be 


run over. 


(3) The Commissioner has pronounced the Fayazannessa Hospital 
a failure. The Local Civil Surgeon, Dr. Rogers, is for 
attributing the failure to the change of the Lady Doctor. The 

success of an institution like this, observes Dr. Rogers, must 

depend upon the personality and popularity of the Lady 


Doctor. 


rmer Lady Doctor, indeed, nsed to wear European dress, went 
ieee liked, aa could talk with Englishmen in English. These recom- 
mendations might have made her popular with Englishmen, but the native 
community felt little respect for her. As for the present Lady Doctor, she 
commands the respect of the native community. The failure of the hospital 1s, 
in reality, due to a very different cause, the reluctance, namely, of all pardunashin 


women, rich or poor, to go to a hospital. 


‘strate of Tippera complains that native gentlemen, who are 
pie: ares i is the local dispensary, are very unwilling to 
its aid. Native gentlemen may not be willing to pay 


A ER EL RET SE it i e that they are eager to 
criptions in aid of the dispensary, but 16° is not true Ss mG only have 


very eager to get mé 
pay any subscription in 
subs 


procure medicines fromit. It isthe servants of English residents:-w 


‘s hospital for medical aid, 
ager sched ox si has observed in this connecti 


stringent in Europe 
inode "Tppera. : The secret 0 this lecture to native gentlemen, however, 


is, that Dr. Rogers put pressure upon the 
this ers bes ek the Magistrate to give this lecture to them. 


on that the rules in this 
and it is high time that such rules were 


them to pay subscription, and, baffled in 
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fulfilled many of the. obligations which English notions of landed property 
attach to the ownership of land.” : a Ca . a oe 
- Jt is very wrong. on the part of the authorities to pronounce such views 
before the Settlement Officer has formed his opinion of the matter by hearing 
both sides. The authorities who should romote - reer are sowing broad. 
cast the seeds of disturbance. Sir Charles himself di this when he advised the 
Settlement Officer to be guided by the representations of the Maharaja’s 
manager. Sir Charles Elliott has boasted that this settlement will be a monu- 
ment of his glory. Those who are suffering from this settlement, however 
think that it will be a monument of his disgrace. A settlement conduct 
according to the law would have done much good, but a settlement conducted 
in pobsidinaeie with instructions that the Settlement Officer should be guided by 


ako * mn erat +. oe ~~ - —s ee alr > eee : = R 
Sa Pee Rt ee TR Re ee 
Pa Bw Oo m9 MeO aes ae See ME la PR yee eres : 


one-sided representations and make haste will do nothing but evil. 


(9) Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


89. A correspondent of the Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight ‘ of 
for the second fort- Compensation for lands acquired ao first ee bo 1 8 ag os 
night of Kartik and ains that many people ittagong have not ye 
ie mo — 2 ee obta’ ned pleaser B28 for their Gude acquired for 
: the local railway, but have to pay the zamindar’s rent for those lands all the 
same. It is hoped that the Commissioner will see that these men get their dues 
without delay. | 


Som PRAKASE, 40. The Som Prakash of the 25th November says that oppressions of 

Nov. 25th, 1896. ’ natives on railways would disappear if all posts at 

vA native lady, insulted on the the disposal of the railway authorities carrying 

de salaries above Rs. 20 were filled with natives, and 

not, as is now the case, with Eurasians. The following:case illustrates the 

manner in which European and Eurasian railway employés unnecessarily 

harass and insult native passengers. About a month or so ago a native gentle- 

man with his wife was travelling to Monghyr. At the Tinpahar station he 

was accosted by a Eurasian employé of the railway, who wanted to know his. 
destination and if the a accompanying him was really his wife. Though . 

the gentleman assured the Eurasian employé that the lady was really his wife, 

at the next station he entered the compartment occupied by them and pressed 

to be allowed to see the lady’s face, in order that he might ascertain, as he 

said, that she was not the lady about whom a telegram had been received 

from Howrah and who was said to have eloped with a gentleman, taking with 

her some jewels. The man continued persecuting the lady and the gentle- 

man in this manner, till the train ae the Ghoga station. Here, though a 

native railway officer of apparently superior status told the Eurasian, who had 

got down at this place, that he was on the wrong scent, the latter again attempt- 

ed to enter the carriage. But this time the gentleman made bold to prevent 

Ree his doing so, and thus saved himself and his wife from further molestations. 


Nov. 29th, 1895, 41. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 29th November suggests the 
Certain suggestions for .the 10llowing alterations in the timing of trains on the 
Bengal ‘Provincial Railway autho- Bengal Provincial Railway :— 
rities. , (1) The train which is started from Magra 
at 10-43 a.m, should be connected with 41 up of the East Indian Railway, and 
should be started at 1 p.m. 
(2) The morning 7-58 train, which is started from Magra every day except 
on Sundays and Mondays, should be started on Sundays also. 
_ rhe correspondent also says that the Manager of the Bengal Provincial 
Railway should request the authorities of the East Indian Railway to start 
the 31 up-train from Howrah a little earlier in the morning. 
ANJIVANI, 


Bogs 42. A Hatras correspondent writes in the Sanjtvans of the 30th November 
Las EOE, that on the 2nd idem one Babu Sivasundar Chou- 

is wae duri of Dob Chachia in the Bagura district - and 

“A * y were very ill-treated by a European ticket-collector and a booking 

-. - ao to the staff of the Hatras station on the East Indian Railway. 

abu Sivasundar had a pass for his luggage. Still the railway servants 1m 


question demanded excess fare for thesame. On Babu Sivy dar declining to 
pay anything, they did not allow him to get up into the ble gas te } 


TRIPURA PRAKASH, 


( ITF} 
The East Indian Railway Company levy an exorbitant rent from tke owners 


of native sweetmeat stalls on the railway platforms. The latter are, therefore, 
compelled to sell adulterated food to the passengers. The railway authorities 


spare no expense in providing for the comforts of European passengers, but they _ 


sadly neglect to look after the convenience of the native passengers, When 
there is a heavy pressure of traffic they fill goods wagons with native passengers, 
male and female, without providing for the lighting of the vehicles. The 
conveniences of the native railway employés are also sadly ignored | 
railway authorities. The native doctors in the employ of the tiallwas Company 
have now to look after the health of a large number of patients. And this 18 
the reason why they fail to treat their patients well. 


by the 


(h) — General. 


43. The Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of Kartik and first fort 
The Administration Report of Might of Agrahayan, 1302 (B.S.), makes the following 
the Chittagong Division for further observations on the Administration Report 
1894-96. of the Chittagong Division for 1894-95 :— 


(1) The Collector of Tippera reported that palm-juice was mainly used 
in that district for the preparation of molasses, and, with a view 
to prevent injustice to individuals, recommended that all palm- 
trees should be either exempted from the excise tax or be 
taxcd alike. He further reported that it was his belief that 
many people in Tippera paid the excise tax not because they 
intended to sell éa:1, but because they were afraid of being 
harassed in default of such payment. ‘The 
Collector’s latter supposition is not at all clear. But the rest of 
his observations in this connection are important, and are the result 
of experience. The Commissioner, however, while admitting 
the Collector’s remarks to be true, has refused to lay any stress 
upon them. It is also evident from the Collector’s remarks that 
the occasional convictions by the Deputy Magistrates in Tippera 
on the charge of having neglected to take out lisenses for palm- 
trees are illegal. 

(2) The Commissioner has referred to cases of cattle being run over on 
account of want of fencing on the two sides of the railway. 
Government should compel the railway authorities to fence the 
railway on both sides, or not cattle alone but men, too, will be 


run over. 
(3) The Commissioner has prrnenes the Fayazannessa Hospital 
q@ failure. The Local Civil Surgeon, Dr. Rogers, is for 


attributing the failure to the change of the Lady Doctor. The 
success of an institution like this, observes Dr. Rogers, must 
depend upon the personality and popularity of the Lady 
Doctor. | 


The former Lady Doctor, indeed, nsed to wear European dress, went 
wherever she liked, and could talk with Englishmen in English. These recom- 
mendations might have made her popular with Englishmen, but the native 
community felt little respect for her. As for the present Lady Doctor, she 
commands the respect of the native community. The failure of the hospital is, 
in reality, due to a very es er, the reluctance, namely, of all pardunashin 

oor, to go to a hospital. 

wt The Mens of” Tippera cemaieles that native gentlemen, who are 
very eager to get medicines from the local dispensary, ure very unwilling to 
pay any subscription in its aid. Native gentlemen may not be willing to pay 
ubesstnalens in aid of the dispensary, but it is not true that they are eager to 
procure medicines fromit. It 1s Pi a of English residents who mostly have 

, ital for medical aid. ia 

ee Cena has observed in this connection that the ene in this 
respect are very stringent in Europe, and it is high time that such rules were 
‘he secret of this lecture to native gentlemen, however, 


, T ooo ° 
my 4 Resins pet pressure upon them to pay subscription, and, baffled in 


this attempt, has got the Magistrate to give this lecture to them. 


TRIPURA PRAKASH, 


for the second fort- 
—= of Kartik and 
fortnight of 


Agrahayan, 1302B.8. 


justice of the | 


HiTalIsHl, 


Nov. 26th, 1898, 
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| By the publication of the Administration Reports of divisions, the public are 
enabled to see what trash the officials are capable of writing. et 
~ 44, Thesame paper says that everybody in Tlippera is pleased with 
: Mr. Carlyle’s affability. His chief weakness is that 

Mr. Carlyle and Mr. Beatson). i, Jed by others. The writer is very -glad to 
Bell. have got Mr. Beatson Bell as Officiating _Magistrate 
of Tippera. Mr. Bell possesses many good qualities, and the writer has always 


praised him. When acting as Joint-Magistrute of Tippera, he pleased every 
body by his industry, his love of justice, and his devotion to duty. 


45. A correspondent of the same paper says that for npwaras of two 
hundred years, the inhabitants of Nejampur have, 


The Nejampur reserved forest in 
Chittagong. 


without paying any fee or tax, grazed their cattle 
and procured cane, bamboo and wood from the 
forest on the adjacent hill. The forest having been made a reserved one, they 
are now suffering great inconvenience, for Nejampur is a small village bounded 
by the hill on one side and by the sea on another. 


46. The Hitaishi of ee 26th ong learns ee a coerempondent that 
Se r. Grierson has recently passed an order prohibit- 
caren ee eee ing the lighting of a divs oo the roadside, the reason 
of his passing the order being that his horse shies at a light The poor coolies 
and porters of Howrah are in the habit of cooking their meals in the evenin 
on the roadside after the whole day’s toil is over. Mr. Grierson’s order will 
put these men to great inconvenience. One of them, who was not aware of the 
order, was the other day cooking his food us usual on the roadside. He has 
been made to pay a heavy penalty for his fault. The whimsical conduct of 
Mr. Grierson strikes one as strange. Will not the Government take some steps 
to remove the inconvenience caused to the people by the Magistrate’s whimsical 
order ? one 


47. Referring to Babu Parbati Charan Rai’s article in Jndia on the 
, : administration of justice in this country, the same 
,Sir Charles Efhott and rigorous paper observes that one is struck with wonder and 
siilacasuasas shame to read what the writer has said about the 
position of a native Deputy Magistrate as a judicial officer. One cannot hel 
thinking that there are more unfortunate Deputy Magistrates than the. writer 
himself, and that the evils complained of are tolerated by the rulers themselves. 
When one feels this one cannot but be disgusted with British rule. This state 
of things is due entirely to Sir Charles Elliott. A few weeks more and he will 
leave this country. But he leaves behind a corrupted system of administration 
of justice which will ever keep his memory fresh in the minds of the people. 


48. ‘The same paper has the following :— 


: The Engish are called a nation of shop-keepers. 

Bl hema chy ssc pis praia ho Inthe same way the Bengalis may be called a nation 
of quill-drivers, a nation of keranis. The kerani’s 

life is by no means an enviable one. Most fatiguing labour, occupying the 
whole day, aggravated by the ill-treatment he receives at the hands of his 
superior Kuropean officers, is the daily feature of his life. Unbearable as is his 
existence, it is being made more and more unbearable to him, The benevolent 
Government has cut down his holidays. And now it has framed extremely 
stringent rules regarding the examination of the health of the candidates for 
the public service. According to these new rules a candidate for Government 
service has to pass through a severe and searching medical examination before 
he is declared fit for his post. These rules are applicable not only to candidates 
for high posts in the Government service, but even to:candidates for the minis- 
terial offices under the Government—to mere clerks and quill-drivers. It 1s, 
however, difficult to understand why men who will have to do mere desk-work 
should be subj ected to such a severe and searching medical test. The Govern- 
ment is not going to pay a life policy or a pension to the nominee of a clerk in 
its employ after his death. Why, then, such hard-and-fast rules? Even an 

intending father-in-law does not subject his would-be son-in-law to such @ 

searching medical examination. These rules are not onl harassing to the 


candidate for Government service, but also to the Civil or residency Surgeon 
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who has to examine him. The examination of a single candidate for ern: 
ment service will take up much of his time and ‘will ada to the or Aes or lia 
work. He will not, however, be properly remunerated for his services.: 
49. The Sahachar of the 4° November writes as follows:—- 
ee a he way in which the appointment of th 
Ba ag — “1 — Royal Commission on Indian ? Senebhiats was 
ere _. brought about, and the manner in which the Com: 
mission has set about: its work, are not likely to produce beneficial results for 
India. The Ministry were perfectly unwilling to appoint the Commission, and 
it was solely at the importunity of a few friends of India in Parlianient that it 
was appointed. ‘T’he programme of work laid down for the members of the 
Commission is not at all exhaustive and does not include many subjects to which 
they might have directed their enquiries. Its deliberations will be confined 
exclusively to the question of expenditure, any enquiry regarding the revenues 
of the Government and the sources from which they are derived forming no 
part of its business. The fact, moreover, that the Commission has decided to 
hold its sittings in private shows that the anti-Indian element is predominant in 
its constitution. 

___ In ascertaining the proportion in which England and India should be made 
liable for expenditure jointly incurred by them for political purposes, the Com- 
mission should expect no right or sound advice from either Lad Salisbury or 
the Government of India. Their groundless fear of Russia has led the Home 
Government to throw are India items of expenditure which ought not to have 
been incurred at all, and, if incurred, ought to have been borne entirely by the 
English exchequer. India had no interest either in the Chitral expedition or in 
the Afghan Prince’s visit to England, but she has been saddled with the cost 
of both. It is true England levies no direct tribute from India, but she takes a 
good deal of India’s money in many indirect ways. The Commission will 
confer a real benefit upon this country if it can come to a right and equitable 
poe ent of India’s and England’s respective liabilities in respect of such 
political expenditure. | 

_ 60. The same paper says that before leaving this country, Sir Charles 
— Elliott should let the public know if Mr. Baker 
anaes, Hilliott and thead- told the truth to Babu Parvati Charan Rai, late 

justice. : 4 

Deputy Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, when he 
wrote to him saying that the Lieutenant-Governor had issued distinct orders 
for inflicting heavy punishments on criminals in certain classes of cases, or if 
Mr. Baker wrote this under a misapprehension of the real intentions of His 
Honour. The Secretary of State has laid it down that the executive shall not 
in any official jens given to the public make any adverse comments on the 
work of the judiciary. But in spite of this direction, Mr. Baker issued that 
order for enhancement of sentence to Parvati Babu, and Mr. Westmacott has 

in his last Annual Report adversely criticised the work of the Sessions Judges. 

51. The Hitavadi of the 29th November writes as follows:— _ 

| : We showed in our last issue how on account of 
or Charles Eliott and the late the Lieutenant-Governor’s undue favour towards 
ssa the sons of the late Nawab Amir Ali, certain money- 
lenders were going to be ruined ener on Native Papers for 30th November, 
paragraph 63). We do not wish to iscuss the question whether it 1s right that 
certain money-lenders should be ruined in order that the prestige and reputation 
of a great family might thereby be maintained. Everybody would have ps 
ciated the value of the Lieutenant-Governor’s favour and the excellence of his 
motive, if he“tad proposed to pay off the debts of the Nawab’s sons either from 
his own pocket or by raising a subscription. He is not going to do either of 
these. But out of generous consideration for the Nawab’s sons, he is going to 
ruin the money-lenders. The excess of his pity has caused these men to cry in 
agony. He is giving proof of his magnanimity by depriving others of their dues. 
But the money-lenders must thank their own stars for what has now befallen 

them in consequence of His Honour’s undue partiality to their debtors. — 
It is being urged on behalf of the Nawab’s sons that their father was 
himself involved in debt on account of the late deposed Nawab of Oudh, and 
that the father’s debt has devolved upon ‘the sons. People who are paid for 
piping a certain tune or hope to be paid for it cannot be made to see how 


SaHACHAR, 
Nov. 27th, 1895. 


SaHACHAR. 


H1TavaDI, 
Nov. 29th, 189- 
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untrue this statement is. But the public will never approve of- the. poli 


init for the sake of maintaining the prestige and reputation o 

By 3 Ge sowed in our last issue that the Nawab’s song contracted gebe 
so lately as ten or twelve. years after their father's death, and it is a wonder 
how the Lieutenant-Governor calls these their father’s debts. But no matter 
whether the debts were contracted for their father or somebody else, the ques- 
tion is, would the Lieutenant-Governor have shown similar favour to anybo 
except the Nawab’s sons? And would not His Honour have done better to 
show this favour at his own and not at other people’s expense? ‘The creditors 
were sure of their money, because they knew that the debtors, who all hold 
good appointments under Government, would not risk their appointments 
geeking the protection of the Insolvency Court. But will not people’s confidenes 
n Government’s words, laws and impartiality receive a shook after Sir Charles 
Elliott’s present action ? 


Qn one occasion a suit for the recovery of a debt of twenty thousand 
rupees was instituted against the Nawab’s eldest son, Maulvi Syed Asrafuddin, 
But the suit was dismissed on the ground that the Maulvi had been a minor 
when he had contracted the debt. Sir Charles Elliott will probably consider 
this debt too as a debt of the Maulvi’s father. The Maulvi is now the Matwallii 
of the Hooghly Imambarah, and together with his two brothers, one a Civilian 
Judge and the other a Sub-Registrar, is about to seek the protection of the 
Insolvency Court. Were there ever debtors so insolvent? 


But here is an act of one of these insolvent debtors. The ‘insolvent 
debtor” Matwaili Asrafuddin has subscribed twenty rupees towards the fund 
which is being raised by the Muhammadan community for presenting an address 
to the Lieutenant-Governor. May we ask how a man who wants to prove 
himself incapable of paying off his legitimate debts, could find money to 
contribute towards the expenses of an address? Would not the Maulvi Saheb 
have done better to pay the amount to his creditors whom he is about to 
defraud? With what conscience, too, will the Lieutenant-Governor accept an 
address towards the expenses of which an insolvent debtor has contributed ? 


Sir Charles Elliott’s kindness knows no bounds at seeing tho probable ruin 
of a great family. But did His Honour ever try to save one among the many 
other great families which were ruined by debts left behind by. their deceased 
members? Why then this extreme favour towards the late Nawab Amir Ali’s 
sons? His Honour twice advocated their cause before the Government of India, 
and on both occasions his prayer was rejected. Yet his kindness for the 
Nawab’s sons did not abate. He has again been pleading for keeping them in 
service after they have been declared insolvents. The Nawab’s sons will 


certainly have a hey-day of it, because the Viceroy will feel ashamed repeatedly 
to decline the Lieutenant-Governor’s request. But is not HisHonour’s persis- 


wea going a little too far? People never before saw a man so eager to show 
avour. ee 


In conclusion, we beg only to say that Her Majesty’s subjects as we are, 
serve 


we expect impartiality to be o towards all, irrespective of caste or creed, 
as well in the administration of justice and in the giving of appointments as in 
the distribution of favours. That ruler is an enemy both to England and to 
this country, who, for serving his own interest or doing good to others, through 
anger or under the influence of affection, fails to act in accordance with ‘the 
assurances of Her Majesty. It should also be remembered that acts of partiality 
and injustice committed by the sovereign lead to the ruin of his empire. ‘The 
matter for regret is that at the time of leaving this country for good, Sir Charles 
Elliott should be casting a fresh stain upon his name which is already tarnished 
enough. No one is indeed sorry for his anxiety on behalf of the Nawab Amir 
Ali’s sons, but his action in helping them to extricate themselves from their 
indebtedness by unfair means will put an indelible stain upon his name. The 
public is displeased with him for relaxing in favour of. the present debtors the 
e, upon whose existence the creditors relied for the repayment of their money. 
No one would have said anything if His Honour had helped to maintain the 
position of the family by raising and contributing towards a subscription for 
paying off the debts. _Nay, people would have praised him if he had adopted 
such @ course. ‘But his favour towards the Nawab’s sons in its present shape is 
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Benning but gn oppression of the poor men who had accommodated them with 
oans. : at ate Cate 

62. In reference to the case in which the head clerk of a Munsif’s Court, 
for accepting a gift. retire, was disallowed a pension on the gro 

yepting a farewell present of money from his subordinates, the same paper 
gays that it fails to see why Government dealt with the officer so harshly, when 
the gift wag a voluntary offer and was not made under pressure, and when the 
officer was no longer to continue in his post. If a similar gift had been 
accepted % a European, the matter would probably have attracted no notice at. 
all, Mr. Heard's affair is a case in point. Though this paper has been loudly 
complaining ggainst Mr. Heard for some months, Government has paid no heed 


to the complaint, but rather wants to hush up the matter. Mr..Heard has been 


4 ; 


guilty of a more serious offence than the Munsifi head clerk. The difference 
made by Government in its treatment of the two officers constrains us to say 
that in India there is one rule for the native and quite another for the 
European. If the head clerk had been a European, no one would have deprived 
him of the pension to which he was entitled. see ee 
53. Sur Charles Elliott, observes the Samay of the 29th November, with 
Rgereog s ‘ reference to Government’s last excise resolution, is 
wire etre Munott and the very glad to find that there has been a growth of 
the excise revenue in Bengal during the period of 
his rule. In a remarkably business-like manner he advises the excise officers to 
secure an increase of excise revenue in those places where it has shown a 
decrease during the period under review. The Lieutenant-Governor poses as 
the #:a-bap of the people. Can he lay his hands on his heart and say that by 
encouraging the growth of the excise revenue he has acted as the true ma-bap 
of the people of Bengal? Sir Charles Elliott some time ago extolled ganja 
and called it ‘‘concentrated food.” He has also praised opium for its alleged 
virtues. It is not known what his opinion 1s about intoxicating liquors. But 
as he does not openly condemn it, the drunkards may take it for granted that 
these too possess great beneficial effects. 
| §4, The Calcutta Gazette of the 11th September, observes the same paper, 

: | » contained the report on the administration of the 

thi and the Bengal Presidency Division, in which Babu Nafar Chandra 

Pal was called “notorious.” Ina recent issue of 
the same Gazette, an emendation has appeared in which the word “noto- 
rious” has been expunged. This emendation is most probably due to pressure 
brought to bear upon Mr. Westmacott by the offended zamindar. Babu Nafar 
Chandra has done well in thus defending his honour and reputation, and he is 
entitled to the praise of the public for the commendable moral courage he has 
thus shown. ‘The rebuke recently administered by the High Court to the 
autocratic Commissioner seems to have taught him a salutary lesson, and he 
has published an amended version of his observation on the conduct of Nafar 
Babu, fearing lest the latter should bring him to justice. 

In his report Mr. Westmacott also abused several other zamindars of the 
Presidency Division. Have they meekly pocketed their insult ? One of them, 
Babu Pratapa Chandra Ghosha, Registrar of Calcutta, 1 was said, had written 
to the Lieutenant-Governor protesting against the conduct of Mr, Westmacott. 


Has his protest borne any fruit ? 
_ The truth is that Gficials like Mr. Westmacott should be taught a sound 


lesson. However unlawfully they may treat the people, they always manage 
to “eal pont on the ee side of os piogt It 18 > = ag | i t oe 

t th .e under the purview of the law, and they should nat D 
slowed _o ac sap easily. Mr. Phillips ill-treated Raja Suryyakanta and 
subj ected him to great trouble and expense. But he was let off with a simple 
expression of his regret. Mr. Westmacott libelled a zamindar, but he has not 


regret. : 
53, ‘Sie *Pharles Elliott, observes the Banganivasi of the 29th November, 


is a great patron of the Civilians. This is, to tell the 
Sir Charles Elliott's partiality truth, the greatest blot in his official character, 
paler sien: The powers of an Indian Civilian are almost 


absolute, There is a limit to the powers of even the Czar of all Russias 
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of the Emperc ermany. But there is virtually no limit to the power 
of phage g eaten One instance will suffice to prove this statement. An 
Indian Magistrate has the power to order the ‘police to fire upon a crowd, and it 
is entirely at his discretion to pass this order. It may be granted that it is impos- 
sible to govern the country without investin the executive with unlimited power, 
But what is there to prevent them from recklessly exercising such absolute power? 
It is the impression of many people that the principal object of appointing a 
Lieutenant-Governor is that he should keep the executive, invested with un- 
limited powers as they are, under proper control. They should never be 
allowed to misuse their power, For such misuse of power is very likely to lead 
to evil consequences. The British Government in India need not fear an 
danger from congresses and conferences. But nothing is more likely to endanger 
the stability of the British rule in India than the disregard of law by an 
Indian Magistrate. The Magistrate of Khulna, who sentenced a man to be 
whipped in utter disregard of law, did more to shake the people’s confidence in 
the justice of the British rule than any number of congress meetings could 
ever do. And did not Sir Charles Elliott himself help in the sowing of the 
seeds of discontent broadcast among the people by evidently supporting the 
conduct of the Khulna Magistrate ? | , 

Sir Charles Elliott once observed that there were only twenty-four hours 
in a day, and he had no time to enquire into the numerous charges brought 
against the executive. Sir Antony MacDonnell acted as the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal only for a short time. But vera. SH short period he 
managed to keep the rampant Civilians in check. Every Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal should follow the example of Sir Antony MacDonnell. It is no- 
body’s intention to unnecessarily hamper the activity of the Indian Magistracy 
or to circumscribe their power by hard-and-fast rules. Nor does the Indian 
public like to clog the smooth course of administration or to unnecessarily take 
up the time of the head of the Government by pestering him with complaints 
against the executive. It will be enough if the Government keeps up the 
reputation of the British rule, and thus maintains the confidence of the people 
in its justice and impartiality. 

The Bengal Civilians have very good reason to praise Sir Charles Elliott ; 
but the people of Bengal cannot praise him. They cannot in all conscience 
praise a man who has done many things to shake their confidence in the justice © 
of the British rule, who, guided by his love for the Civilians, has failed to 
discharge his duties properly. Sir Charles Elliott is a man void of all sense of 
duty, and he has all along in his official career proved a great enemy of his 


country and of Her Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress. How can one 
praise such a man ? 


eee 66. A writer in the same paper observes that in the Chuadanga Sub- 
os. Sith. thes. iieitiin uk isin Uineiiilees Registrar's office in the Nadia district, a person 
the registration of documents. executing the registration of a document has not 
only to sign it but also tomark it with the impression 
of the tip of his finger dipped in a mixture of oil and ink. The utility of this 
practice 1s doubtful. The ink mark never lasts, and two such marks, even if 
made by the same finger, do not.always tally with each other. 

las 57. The Sanjivani of the 30th November complains that the Government 
Nov. $0th, 1895. "The proposed withdrawal ofGov. COntemplates withdrawing its help for the oats 

ernment aid for the improvement ment of sericulture in Bengal. Babu Nritya 
of sericulture in Bengal. Gopal Mukherji, who was deputed by the Bengal 

Government to enquire into the causes of the decline of sericulture in ‘these 

provinces, has during the last four or five years done much to improve the 

method of growing silk cocoons and the condition of silk manufacture. But 

there still remains much to be done. And if the Government withdraws itself 

from the field, the industry is sure to decline, and what has been done in four 

ot in the direction of its improvement will be soon undone. Babu Nritya 

(ropal and his office cost the Government only Rs. 8,000 a year, a sum trifling 

in comparison with the amount of good done to the people; If the condition of 

sericulture is improved, it may bring to the people about 2 or 3 crores of rupees 


ayear. And the Government should not for the sake of Re. 8,000 be the cause 


of ruining a profitable in dustry in the countr 
ing y- The French Government 
spends 20 lakhs of rupees a year for the sake of sericulture, and even Japan and 


( 17) 


China annually spend a large sum of money forthe same purpose. The Bengal 
Government does not hesitate to sanction, aa a large. i as Rs. 84,000 for 
founding a school in Kurseong for a handful of Europ. boys, and it would be 
a great pity if it hesitates to spend Rs. 8,000.a year for the improvement of an 
industry which is likely to benefit the people of Bengal at large. The retiring 


Lieutenant-Governor proudly points to a saving of 40 lakhs of rupees. How. 


could he contemplate stopping the t of Rs. 8,000 a year, which would 
benefit millions of sy It is ayy expected that the new Lieutenant- 
Governor will again depute Babu Nritya Gopal Mukharji to Berhampore to 
finish the task which he had so well begun. _ 
58. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th November regrets to find that in 
Khan Bahadur Delwar Hossein Spite of the standing order of Government that a 
Ahmed’s partiality for Hindu Hindu Sub-Registrar should be appointed to a place 
wae pne a “ase where the population consists mainly of Hindus, 
and a Musalman Sub-Registrar where the population consists chiefly of Musal- 
mans, the present Inspector-General of Registration, though himself a Muham- 
madan, is showing undue favour to Hindu candidates for Sub-Registrarships 
simply to please the Hindu community. Khan Bahadur Delawar Hossein 
Ahmed has appointed a Hindu Sub-Registrar to the Baduria thana in the 
24-Parganas district, a place containing mainly a Musalman population, and 
where a Musalman Sub-Registrar was always appointed. The Musalman 
residents of Baduria have requested the editor to make a representation to the 
Bengal Government, to the District Magistrate, and to the Khan Bahadur in 
order to get the Hindu Sub-Registrar replaced by a Muhammadan officer. 
59. Referring to the increase of the income-tax revenue almost fourfold 
since the time the tax was imposed, the Bangavast 
of the 30th November says that it is not true that 
this increase is due to the growing prosperity of the people. The increase is 
due to the fact that at present men of small incomes, who do not come under 
the purview of the Income-tax Act, are compelled by the income-tax assessors to 
pay the tax and thus swell the revenue. 
60. The Darsak of the lst December warns the Bengal public against 
pa the movement set on foot by Mr. Abdur 
me honour to Sir Charles Rahman to do honour to the retiring Lieutenant- 
j Governor. The imertia of the masses of the 
Indian people, observes the writer, is proverbial. They never oppose officials 
in their wrong-doing, nor do they ever try even to raise their voice, feeble as 
it is, against the acts of oppression committed by their rulers. The rulers 
naturally take this passive silence for active sympathy, and whenever an Indian 
politician happens to protest against the wrong-doing of the official class, they 
try to belittle the importance of his protest by pointing to the silence of the inert 
masses of the Indian population. These latter never dream of taking any 
part in the movement to do honour to Sir Charles Elliott, but if the move- 
ment is allowed to pass for a popular demonstration, the English public will be 
placed quite in the dark as regards the true nature of the feeling entertained by 
the Bengal people towards the retiring Lieutenant-Governor. eas 
It is true that no governor can by his administration give equal satisfaction 
to the many millions of people in India divided, as they are, into numerous 
nations and tribes professing numerous creeds and possessing conflicting interests. 
Still it is possible for a ruler to conduct himself in a manner which is likely to 
confer the greatest good on the greatest number. Lord: Ripon did so, and every 
other governor can follow his example. It is a matter of regret, however, that 
Sir Charles Elliott has failed to satisfy the majority of the Hindus and Musal- 
mans in India. It is true he has won the admiration of a few Musalmans 
by appointing them to high posts in the Government service, but he has also 
appointed many distinguished Hindu officials to high posts. And these solitary 
acts should not be taken into account in estimating the merits of Sir Charles 
Elliott’s rule, while there are many of his acts which indicate the line of policy 
he adopted all along during the period of his administration. It was a settled 
olicy with him to have accused persons convicted right and left by Judges and 
wo and he even went the length of advising the former always to secure 
the conviction of the accused. Therigour of the administration of justice was most 


keenly felt during hisrule, and the percentage of con victions appreciably increased, 


The Income-tax. 
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es Elliott is no friend of the jury system, and he attempted to lay the 
paler gs "rok He is also no friend of high education. He adopted measureg 
to obstruct its advancement and curtailed the annual educational expenditure 
of the Government by more than two lakhs of rupees. How can a person induce 
himself to do honour to such a ruler? Those who are going to present farewell 
addresses to the retiring Lieutenant-Governor or commemorate his name are 
the greatest enemies of their country. 


61. Sir Charles Elliott, observes the Chinsura Vartavaha of the Ist Decem. 

ber, showed impatience in everything he did, He 

a did whatever came to his mind, and never paused to 
think of the consequences. He gave proof of his impatience in his J 

Notification, in his love of touring, 1m his condemnation of the Hindus and 

holding them solely responsible for the cow-killing disturbances. He wasted 

a good deal of public money in his tours, and he unjustly regarded the Hindus 

as disloyal and seditious because they were most forward in opposing his op- 


pressive measures. 


62. Referring to Lord Elgin’s reply to the address of the Puna Sarvajanik 
Sabha, and the action of the Mahajan Sabha in 
Madras in withdrawing their draft address which 
was sent for the approval of the Madras Government, and certain portions of 
which were ordered to be omitted, the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 2nd 
December says that it cannot understand why public money should be wasted 
on tours if officials on tour would not listen to a statement of the wrongs and 
grievances of the people. Did His Excellency take offence at the reference to 
extravagance, because he is himself wasting the tax-payers’ money? The system 
of presenting addresses should be altogether abolished. But the writer fears 
lest the Mahajan Sabha should be considered a seditious body. Nothing is im- 
possible in India. 


63. The same paper cannot understand how the cost of the Chitral 
expedition, which will amount to about four crores 
we somone of the ensuing of rupees will be met in the ensuing budget. There 
ai will be some saving on account of the exchange, but 
that will not certainly amount to four crores of rupees. Expenditure on the 
construction of railways cannot be curtailed, for it is the peremptory order of 
the Secretary of State that three thousand miles of new railway must be taken 
in hand, necessitating an expenditure of nine to ten crores of rupees. It is true 
the Herschell Committee repudiated the idea of imposing any fresh tax, 
or enhancing any old one. But the Government in this country cares for the 
opinion of no committee when such opinion conflicts with its interests. A 
tax on tobacco has been at times hinted at. But while the imposition of this 
tax will not bring a large revenue, it will cause hardship to the poor labouring 
classes. Last year, Sir Griffith Evans suggested a succession tax, but when 
such a tax is unpopular even in England, where the whole property of a 
man goes to his eldest son only, it can be well conceived how much more 
unpopular it will be in India where a man’s property is divided equally among 
all his sons, each getting only a small share of the whole. 
The existing taxes which admit of enhancement are the salt and income taxes. 
The first, however, cannot be enhanced, because, seeing that the Cheshire salt 
merchants want rather to have the tax reduced, the Secretary of State has 
already prohibited any enhancement of this tax. The only tax that can be 
enhanced is, therefore, the income-tax. But an enhancement of this tax will 
increase Oppression of the people by the income-tax assessors. If, again, at this 
critical moment the Lancashire weavers press for a repeal of the import duty on 
cotton goods, the Government of India will be placed in a fine dilemma in eed. 
Indeed, there is no other way out of the difficulty than a reduction 


expenditure. It is fortunate that the Indian Expenditure Commission has 
commenced its sittings. 


64. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 38rd -December does not 


np a approve of the remark made by Sir Antony 

Co | y 
eens Tar es a aaa MacDonnell that the people should in all matters 
ji refer to the Commissioners of Divisions as the 
supreme executive authority in the Divisions, This will have the effect of 
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imparting undue —— to the position of the Commissioners and belittli 
the importance of the Revenue Board, which has all along acted as a rm 
upon the vagaries of the executive. The power and importance of the Revenue 
Board should be increased and not diminished, 


65. The same paper does not approve of the proposed revision of the pannx-oSauacuan 


oe pay of Asistant Surgeons. Under the proposed 
— proposed revision of the scheme the Assistant Surgeons will here a ick 
pay of Assistant Surgeons. — gy : 

_ after the sanitation of the country and receive a 
special training in bacteriology. Their pay will be slightly increased, but 
they will not be allowed to carry on private practice. The prospects of the 
Assistant Surgeons will thus be far from — improved. The Assistant 
Surgeons prayed for an improvement of their condition. They cried for bread 
and have been given a, stone. 


ITI.— Lrais.aTIveE. 


66. The Sahachar of ane 27th November regrets that certain Local 
7 overnments have not seen their way to support 
reapers npc aidlcaaay Babu Mohini Mohan Rai’s Bill relating to the 


' CHANDRIKs, . 


Dec. 3rd, 1896, 


SaHACHAR, 
Nor. 27th, 1896, 


award of interest in simple money debts. The fact proves that officials now- . 


a-days have little sympathy with the people of the country. Not only are 
middle class men often driven by usurious money-lenders to the necessity of 
selling all their property in order to pay off large accumulations of interest 
on their original small debts, but many great and once wealthy families also 
have been ruined by their extortions. There cannot therefore be the least 
rw about the necessity of alaw like the one proposed by Babu Mohini 
Mohan. 


67. Referring to the formation of a society of comparative legislation 

| __ in England with a view to compare and improve 

le ci r Lad of comparative the laws in force in the British Empire, the 

, | Vikrampur of the 28th November observes that the 

society should pay its best attention to the laws in force in this country, and 

should try its best to tone down the rigour of the Indian criminal law, and 
also to extend the scope of the system of trial by jury. 


68. It is the conviction of the public, observes the Samay of the 29th 
e November, that the object of the Legal Practitioners 
abe, Legal practitioners Act Act Amendment Bill is to deprive the legal 
pear ott a6 practitioners of their independence, Independent 
pleaders and attorneys are great enemies of corrupt and misguided judicial 
officers. That this is the case was proved very recently in the Fordyce case, 
in which, through the instrumentality of the Dacca bar, the purity of the bench 
was maintained in one instance at least. The legal practitioners therefore 
are of great service to the Government and it should do nothing to destroy 
their independence and thereby give the people the reason to grow distrustful 
of the justice, impartiality and purity of the British Courts of Justice. For, 
their independence gone, the legal practitioners will no longer have the courage 
to criticise the conduct of judicial officers or to point out their errors and short- 
comings. Considering the present political views of the authorities in India, 
one is moreover led to fear that the gagging of the legal practitioners will 
most likely be followed by the gagging of the Native press. The Legal 
Practitioners Bill is, it is feared, the forerunner of a Press Act. | 
69. Ram Kumar Basu, a mukhtar, writes from Rangpur, in the Sanjiant 
of the 30th November, that a law should be passed 
The necessity of a law for fixing fixing the scale of the fees of a mukhtar, and 
he eubaiar's he. also of the remuneration that he may demand in 
cases where he offers to stand bail for the prisoner. At present the mukhtars 
not only extort a heavy fee from their clients, but also extort remuneration at 
the rate of five or six per cent. for standing bail for the accused in @ case. 
Such an objectionable practice should by no means be tolerated. 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Nov, 28th, 1895, 


SAaMaY, 
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SANJIVANT, 
N ov. 30th, 1895, 


70. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th December learns from DAImk-0-SaMAOuAR 


the Englishman newspaper that the Jury Bill will 
beh ook Oncaea be withdrawn by the Government. Sir Alexander 


Miller is a good man and it is most likely that being convinced of his error, he 
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the foremost in rectifying it. It may be that Sir Charles Elliott: has 
fedaood the Law Member to give up his Bill. Nothing will be more gratifying 
to the people of Bengal than to hear that this is really the case. : 


IV.—NAaTiVE STATES. 


Tripura Prakash for the 2nd fortnight of Kartik and Ist fort. 
” ie night of Agrahayan, writes as follows :— 
The Tippera administration. Lord Elgin reminded the Nizam of his duties 
ing words :— | 
- ms wae cdniciisation of a great State like this, the proper development of 
its industries, the due husbanding of its resources 1s a tas that calls for the 
manifestation of high qualities and of indomitable perseverance.” These wise 
views are completely ignored in the administration of the be era State, 
‘Tippera is rich in agricultural and mineral resources, and the Maharaja can 
be increase his income by developing them under competent supervision. 
But those about him are too much occupied with their own selfish interests to 
look to his interest. So long as this pack of conspirators is not turned out of 
Tippera, the administration of that State will not become satisfactory. 

72. The Darussalianat = ao — . a gee rok ag ag says that 
is Lor in’s erabad speech is meaningless, 
a eee ine of the words which His Exoallenct 
used on the occasion, the writer understands that he is a nag with the 
ministry of Nawab Vicarul Umra. Lord Elgin, it is reported by native news- 
papers, is anxious to follow the annexation policy of Lord Dalhousie. 
73. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 2nd December has the 
ie following :— | 
iene The Maharaja of Baroda has removed his old 
trusty adviser, Manibhai, and has appointed in his place Mr. Elliott, a Civilian. 
Rightly done. By his repeated visits to England, the Maharaja has himself 
become thoroughly anglicised, and he wants to anglicise his State also. He 
will succeed in the attempt now that he has gota Guromesin Prime Minister. 
We shall be sorry if the Hindu temples too are not replaced by European 
churches in the Maharaja’s territory. 
74. The same paper says that though Lord Elgin has praised the 
iat eke Weekes political officers maintained in Native States, he 

Ore NN TOES" avast have perceived in the course of his visit to 
Hyderabad what sort of creatures these political officersare. The political officer 
in Hydrabad did not allow Lord Elgin himecld to give a private and confidential 
audience to the Nizam. The Nizam had appointed his own interpreter. But 
Mr. Plowden removed him and adaiek an interpreter of his own choice. 
Indeed, he did not allow Lord Elgin an opportunity of informing himself of 
any secret in connection with the Nizam’s administration, or of holding any 
conversation with the Nizam on any important topic. If Lord Elgin’s eyes are 
not opened by this, nothing will open them. It is known to everybody that the 
political officers overshadow the personalities of the native princes. | 


V.—PRosPEcts OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


75. The Banganivast of the 29th November observes that the prospects of 
Prospect off crope in certain die. Phe VERY gloomy in the Hooghly, Bankura 
tricts of Bengal. " and Burdwan districts. Speedy measures should 
be taken to prevent the breaking out of a scarcity 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


76. The pane: ee Chandrika of the 28th November writes as 
: F ll . O1LOWS -— : | | 
a ree The Maharaja of Vizianagram has contributed 


Rs. 6,000 to the fund started by Mr. Abdur 
Rahman for the commemoration of the name of Sir Charles Elliott. The grounds 


set forth by the Maharaja for his making this contribution are that the 
retiring Lieutenant-Governor has spent fifty thousand rupees out of the public 
exchequer for the building of a hostel, and has also spent some public money 12 


( 11m). 


filling upa clean water tank and turning it into a play ground. When 16 
better grounds than these are sadhesadier to secueniven the Governor of a 
Province to public gratitude one may easily see how very patriotic it would be 
“3 one’s a ed aes a regi yg the sole ha pa of which is to commemorate 
name. iaraja of Vizianagram has acted more as an ent 
a friend of Sir Charles Elliott. weg feats 
_ Mr. Abdur Rahman is personally indebted to Sir Charles Elliott. His 
elevation to the Bench is entirely due to the Lieutenant-Governor’s favour. 
It is said that the Maharaja of Vizianagram also is indebted 1o Sir Charles 
Elliott, who once befriended his father. No one will object to Mr. Abdur 
Rahman doing honour to the Lieutenant- Governor either in his own name or 
in the name of the Musalman community. ‘he Maharaja of Vizianagram is 
also welcome to worship his patron and father’s friend. But he must not pose 
as the representative of the Hindu community, or try to induce them to join the 
movement. It isthe Maharaja of Vizianagram who supported the Lieutenant- 
Governor's action in issuing the jury notification, supported the passing of the 
Consent Bill, and took a leading part in raising a fund to commemorate tho 
name of Lord Lansdowne. | 
We take the liberty of suggesting to Sir Charles Elliott’s friends the best 
way to commemorate his name, Sir Charles Elliott is never so well pleased as 
when the Anglo-Indian officials ill-treat and persecute the Hindus. Let there- 
fore a fund be raised, and let it be utilised in rewarding those Anglo-Indian 
officials who ill-treat the Hindus most. Mr. Westmacctt should be made the 


Chairman of the Executive Committee to be appointed for the fund, and Mr. 


Phillips Vice-Chairman. There are many Anglo-Indian officials who are fit for 
this last important 0 We are willing to publish an advertisement regarding 
the proposed fund free of charge. 
77. Keferring to the observation made by the Viceroy in the course of 
3 ee his Puna speech that the Indian people were never 
Ek ae condition of the before so lightly taxed as they are now, the Bangani- 
vast of the 29th November observes that His Excel- 
lency was not justified in making the above statement. The poverty of the 
Indian people has palpably increased during the British rule. Scarcity of food has 
become almost chronic, and the greater portion of the Ae Samet have not the 
goodfortune of enjoying even one full meal every day. Unfortunately, however, 
the Indian officials are so constituted that they can never induce themselves 
to believe that the people really suffer from scarcity of food. During the 
prevalence of scarcity in Faridpur a short time ago, those who tried to draw 
the notice of the authorities to the people’s distress were soundly rebuked by 
the Government. But the poverty of the Indian people is too patent to be 
ignored. If rains fail for a single year the people have to suffer from scarcity. 
This undoubtedly proves their helplessness and the existence of chonic poverty 
in the land. All English officials should try their best to redress this standin 
grievance of the Indian people instead of trying to ignore their poverty, an 
inducing others by specious arguments to err with them. 
78. Itis a matter of regret, says the Hitavadi of the 29th November, that 
with all its efforts to check oppressions by European 
Oppression by European soldiers. -idiors Government has not yet succeeded in 
completely putting down such oppressions. The soldiers who are brought to 
this country from England, are for the most part devoid of sense, and for want 
of good education and good company, are cruel in their habits and addicted to 
drinking. They havo no sense of morality, and as their poor income is not 
enough to enable them to maintain families, the generally become addicted to 
adultery also. It is no wonder that such men when let loose among the people 
of ‘the country without any restraint being put upon them, should commit 
various oppressions. ‘The inhabitants of a village become alarmed when they 
find soldiers among them, and pradently avoid coming into contact with apc 
But, nevertheless, the soldiers molest shop-keepers by taking away this Fae , 
throwing away that, chase women, and in various ways commit no end 0 
oppressions. ‘Ihe people have no alternative but to bear all this silently, for 
they know that if they interfere, the elasticity of their spleens will Lo “7 Y 
the test, and they will not get justice even if any of them maepee = : 2 ill 
The belief is becoming firm in the popular mind that European soldiers who 
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natives escape scotfree either through the leniency of the Judge or through the 
leniency of the jury. Indeed, the people have no way of escape from their 
present situation unless Government itself protects them from the oppressions 


” gy wise ondent writes to say that on the 15th November last, two soldiers. 


the Fulta fort set their dogs upon a she-goat, the property of a poor 
cheaniadan widow, which was Sothered on the ground near the fort.. When 
the dogs had killed the goat, the soldiers went back to the fort without think- 
ing of paying any compensation to the poor woman for her loss. A boy 
having given the woman intimation of what - had happened, she came out and 
piteously lamented her loss, because this goat with three or four others which 
she possessed, was the only means of supporting herself and her children. 
Government should cause an investigation to be made into the case, and redress 
the poor widow’s wrong. 
Instances of such oppression by soldiers are neither few nor far between. 
It is only when they are committed in the presence of men of education and 
courage that they come to the knowledge of the public. The plundering 
excursions of the bargis (Mahratta freebooters) are things of the past, and thefts 
and dacoities have considerably diminished in the country, but this oppression by 
the European soldiery has made life and property of the Indians insecure even 
under British rule. a 
The present Commander-in-Chief, Sir George White, is an impartial, 
generous and noble-minded man. It is hoped he will remedy the evil. He has 
already put restrictions upon the soldiers’ privilege of going out with fire-arms 
and on hunting excursions. He is doing his best to —_ accidents through - 
the lawless conduct of the soldiery. It was he who dismissed from service and 
sent out of India the soldier who had kicked a cooly to death at Dinapore. The 
man had been acquitted by the law court which had tried him, and, but for 
Sir George’s interference, he would have-escaped all punishment. All India 
is grateful to His Excellancy for the action he took of his own motion in this 
case. And it is hoped that he will take steps to put a complete stop to oppres- 
sion by soldiers. | 
‘The case reported above is only typical of many in which soldiers inflict 
loss upon poor helpless women, but which never come to the knowledge of the 
public or the authorities. If Sir George White knew of a hundredth part of 
the oppressions which are committed by the European soldiers in this country, 
he would certainly adopt remedial measures. The writer would supplicate 
His Excellency to take pity upon those who do not know how to bring their 
grievances to his notice, and whose cry of anguish is never likely to reach the 
ears of the authorities. 
79. The Kasipur Nivast of the 30th November draws attention to the 
Prevalence of fever in East Virulence of fever in East Bengal this year. 
Bengal, and the use of cheap Matters are being made worse by the use of cheap 
i quinine in season and out of season. 
80. The Bangavasi of the 30th November has the following on the 
_ The “ Indian National Congress” Congress :— 
PR terra as The so-called ‘Indian National Congress” is 
not a national congress—it isa congress of denationalised men. It does not 
belong to any particular people in India, it is not the making of any particular 
people in India, its title is in a language which is not spoken by any particular 
people in India, and it, lastly, does not concern itself about the promotion of 
the welfare of any particular people in India. The Congress is called the 
Indian National Congress because it is not the concern of any particular Indiat 
ple. It is impartial with a vengeance, and for the sake of impartiality it 
8 ignored the languages, the thoughts, and the interests of all the Indian 
peoples. It is not national. It is denationalised, or, better, non-national. 
C The fact is, as we have already said, that the so-called Indian National 
ongress 18 the making of the so-called “friends of India,” who have deluded 
some hare-brained people in this country by telling them that in ‘principle 
there is and ought to be no difference between En glishmen and Indians—no 
difference, that is, between the rulers and the ruled. or. in other words, between 
the beasts of prey and their victims, The Indians are by principle entitled 
political rights and privileges, but then they must prove their fitness 
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for these. But the thing is that their social manners and customs are extremely 


degre ed, and these must be reformed before the Indians ca 
political rights and privileges which are now exclusively en i ae e eb.  fhereg 
pean masters. First deserve then desire. First reform your society and then 
desire to enjoy political rights and privileges. The deluded Con ‘as ook 
these “friends of India” for their word, and they at once tole $8 radiotnain 
SS a ~ segs, a opposition of the orthodox Indians, they could tt 
exclusl I i 
c th politcal Congress, vely a@ social affair, and so they added a social tail 

lhe thing is this, there area smull number of meni i 
are discontented with the British rule because they are ssh siunuane ys hi = 
posts in the public service, because they are not recognised by the Govertineies 
as the representatives of the people, as great men, as men of light and leading 
These men make a noise in order to make themselves famous, in order to 
aggrandise their own interest. And it is not unnatural that the should be 
ge iro who = in the way of their achieving their object. 

O11t1C1ans are men : 
hig eg in Rr =r cagesr trey rset Rete tS a sense, and they are helpless tools 
e oe ee . be “eka ord = aa! 30th November twits 
e Hindus and the employ- indus upon their heart-burning a , 
—? Musalmans in the public Rahman’s he 5a nl to the Small ei an 
. Judgeship, and says that though Hindus attribute 
: Ringe . Muhammadan employés in Government service to the ineligi- 
nae s PB a ; gh a ap the ~ My _ Musalmans do not obtain 
accoun 
Head Babus in public offices. ee Se ee 

82. The Sunjivani of the 30th November has the following :— 

N — en i mae is the natural conse- 
quence of national iniquity. We are 71 
the penalty for the sin committed by our ote That we gel eg 
trodden and persecuted by foreigners is simply owing to the jealousy and quarrel 
of Prithwiraj and Jayachandra. The cowardice and effeminacy of the 
Bengalis are due to the weakness and prejudices of Lakshmaneya Sen. Our 
poverty, our diseased constitutions, the insults and injuries heaped upon our 
women, all these are the bitter fruits of our own national sin. For many 
centuries we have been reaping the fruits of our own iniquitous acts—our 
women are being violated, we ourselves are being kicked to death. It is a 
severe penance we are doing to expiate our national sin. And that penance 
does not seem to have ended yet. Oh! how large is the number of Indian 
women who, like Harakumari and Sukarmani, Rajbala and Champa, have fallen 
victims to the insatiable lust of Europeans? How many arethe men who, like 
Bhagai and Hampana, Azimuddin and Nowser Khan, have been kicked to 
death by ruffianly Europeans? There are many Howards and O’Haras who 
are playing with our life and honour, and countless are the Burns and Adamsons 
who are killing us like cats and dogs. Will our penance, O God, never end ? 

Still they come. The number of natives killed by Europeans is increasing | 
fast. A few days ago a native was killed in Budge-Budge by a shot fired by a 
European. The man was eating his dinner when the bullet struck him and 
killed him on the spot. The District Superintendent of Police held an inquiry, 
and reported that the death was due purely to an accident, and no legal pro- 
ceedines could be instituted against the accused, who, it is said, had fired at a 
dog, but the shot missed its aim and struck the deceased. In Sylhet, a short while 
ago, a tea planter, while engaged in target practice in a frequented place, killed 
a passer-by. ‘The Sub-divisional Officer, who held an inquiry into the case, 
exonerated the accused of his guilt. The natives of India, we know very well, 
are no better than cats and dogs in the eves of Europeans. , It is our own fault 
and not theirs that we are so regarded. We deserve this ill-treatment ; this 
persecution. We are paying the penalty for the sin our ancestors com mitted. 


But will our penance never en ; 

What a terrible penance we are doing for our sin ! Here are the facts of a 
case in which a European soldier was prosecuted for killing a native. The 
accused, Napier, is a soldier belonging to a regiment stationed at ——— 
The deceased belonged to the regimental canteen. On the 24th August last, 
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returni his quarters, he was waylaid by several European soléierg 
Sod ‘the ak. eth was one of them, beat him black and blue with a lathe 
Woods, a soldier belonging to the same regiment, deposed that he had seen 
the accused mercilessly beating the deceased like a bull, and Mrs. Br 
wife of Sergeant Brown, deposed to have heard the accused beating the poor 
man forty-five times with his /athi, and the latter calling on him to take: merey 
and cease beating him. But Dr. Sparkes deposed that the deceased had an 
enlarged spleen, and although the beating was severe, the death was most 
likely due to the rupture of the spleen. It is perverse medical evidence like 
this that is one of the chief reasons why Europeans charged with the murder 
of natives are acquitted. And the time has come when it should be serious} 
considered whether such perverse medical opinion should bo accepted ag 
evidence. The accused in the present instance had medical evidence in his 
favour, and he was convicted of — homicide instead of murder. The 
Judge inflicted on him what he called an ag yp | sentence, and Napier 
will have to rot in jail for four years. Asfor the deceased in the present 
instance, he has only expiated national sin by his life. 


83. A Gauhati correspondent of the same paper writes that a young girl, 
anku Garhe by name, of Madhapali, a village 
in the Chalar outpost under the jurisdiction of the 
Sarangarh police-station in the Sambulpur district, was decoyed by a cooly- 
recruiter and has been in the custody of the Gauhati police for the last five 
months. The Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur was communicated with, 
but he has not yet taken ary steps to find out the whereabouts of the poor girl. 
The Chalar outpost is only six miles from the Sarangarh police-station, and the 
village Madhapali is only four miles from the Chalar outpost. If the Deputy 
Commissioner takes a little trouble for the sake of the poor girl, he can easil 
find out her whereabouts. ‘The authorities should immediately take steps to 


send the poor girl home; otherwise she will be compelled to slave it out in a 
tea garden. — 


A cooly case. 


84. Referring to the remarks made by a European resident of Natal that 
ie a ee the Indian emigrants there are neither fit for nor 
SOE OLELNLEAES” wing to secure political rights and privileges, 

and that at present they are very well treated by the Natal Government, the 


same paper observes that if it is true that the Indian emigrants in Natal are 


contented with the present system of administration there, how is it that an 
Indian emigrant, after his contract comes to an end, is subjected to many 
unfavourable and tormenting conditions if he does not enter into a fresh con- 
tract of labour? If an Indian emigrant does not enter into a fresh contract 
after the first contract is over, he is compelled to pay an income-tax amounting 
to one-fourth of his total income. He is not allowed to live in towns or ina 
hotel. He is not even allowed to travel in a tram car. The Government 
should appoint a Commission consisting of competent Indians to make sn 
enquiry into the condition of the Indian emigrants in the British colonies in 
Africa, and the Colonial Government should be compelled to pay its cost. If 


the Government cannot do this, it should in all conscience prohibit the emigra- 
tion of Indian labourers to British colonies in Africa. 


85. Englishmen, observes the same paper, are in the habit of boast- 


ing of the martial qualities of the British soldier. 
The mie ie There are no better soldiers than they, and it is 
through their prowess alone that the British Empire has been founded in 


India. History, however, tells a different tale. It shows that in the battle 


field the Indian soldier has always fought side by side with the English soldier, 


and has always been the foremost to sacrifice his life in defending that of his 
English master and in maintaining the dignity and prestige of the English 
nation. In Burma and Chitral, who was it that won fame and glory for the 
British Government but the Indian soldier? But still Englishmen would say 
that it is they, and they alone, that conquered India. Say this if you can 


expunge from the pages of history the account of the defence of Arcot and 
oA the battles of Mudki and Chillianwalla. But let boastful Englishmen 88y 
’ at they will, the courage and perseverance of Indian soldiers cannot but be 

ppreciated. They are still looked upon as valuable auxiliaries in conquering 
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a new country, and the British African Company is going to rai ia 
regiment for the conquest of South Africa. Py Mee et Indian 


86. The Daintk-O-Samachar Chandrika of the 1st December says that though DAINIK-o-SAMACHAR 


_ . Sir Charles Elliott’s Private Secre some ti 
ae tine” ati Charan Rai’s arti- 6° wrote to the Amrita Bazar Pa irik cnyitey tet 
is Honour had never issued an order to the 
effect that a Deputy Magistrate would not be promoted unless he could show a 
large percentage of convictions, Babu Parvati Charan Rai has charged Sir 
Charles Elliott with issuing the order, and has cited Mr. Baker, District Magis- 
trate of Alipore, as a witness. The Amrita Bazar Puirika is now pressing the 
Lieutenant-Governor for a reply. But it forgets that orders, resolutions, and 
memoranda of Governments, being as a rule couched in ambiguous language 
it will not be difficult for Government to put any meaning upon an order it 
likes. But neither Sir Charles Elliott nor his Private Secretary will render an 
explanation. ‘The explanation will be given by His Honour’s henchman, the 
Nawab’s son. 
87. The Chinsura ge ose bgery a re ened strain on the impove- 
rishment of the Indian le:— 
2”: rn ‘ale e0 tell, the story of the 
poverty of the Indian people. There is no end to their misery. India 
has been robbed of its riches, and her store-houses are now filled with dust. 
All her wealth has been transported to foreign lands, and Mother India, deprived 
of her beauty and splendour, has been turned into a street-beggar. The Indian 
people have become beggars living on charity, and countless leeches are sucking 
out their life-blood. In pain and anguish they cry, but are heard not. Their 
cry is a cry in the wilderness. 

88. The Sulabh Daintk of the 2nd December reports the deaths of two natives 
in Rajputana from the shots fired by European 
soldiers. Is not the Government responsible for 
the life of a native? If the natives are thus killed by Europeans even under 
British rule, where will they * for the protection of their life? If the 
Europeans are thus allowed to kill the natives with impunity, the country will 
be soon depopulated. Is it desirable that the Government should rule over a 
depopulated country ? , 

89. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3rd December says that 

ie oo. —- of a oe type ese be te 3 ey in several 

© prevalence of malaria in villages in the Ulubaria subdivision of the Howrah 

Vienne er district, The authorities should take speedy mea- 
sures to relieve the suffering of the people. 

90. The seroncneamcr Chandrika of the 4th December has the fol- 

) owing :— 
; ee ge Elliott at the St. = At the Jast St. Andrew’s Dinner, the Lieuten- 
beset Hear - ant-Governor delivered a long speech dealing with 
a variety of topics. He opened the speech with a reference to the growth of 
trade and industry in India. The amount of imports and exports at the port 
of Calcutta is valued at twenty-five and forty-five crores of rupees a year, respec- 
tively, and of the imports the value of cotton iece-goods alone amounted to 
fifteen or sixteen crores of rupees. Sir Charles Elliott takes this as a sign of the 
material prosperity of the people. We cannot agree with him and take the 
srowing demand in this country for articles of luxury as a sign of the material 
advancement of the country. Native opinion, however, in this matter counts 
for nothing. It is not our welfare but that of the Kuropean merchants that 
most concerns the Goverpment, and Sir Charles Elliott was in his best in attempt- 
ing to please his European audience. As for the growth of industry in this 
country, suffice to say that the so-called Indian industries are mostly in 
European hands and are mostly fed by European capital. But as these 
industries benefit indigenous labour, we have some cause of gratification in 
seeing them steadily flourishing. ‘The same thing, however, cannot be said of 
the spread of railway. We cannot admit that the spread of railway is an 
unmixed blessing to the people, and it is our sincerest conviction that the 
railway in * India. benefits i European merchants more than any other class 
of people in this country But the interest of the European merchants will 
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always be consulted in the matter of railway making, and Sir Charles Elliott | 
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me sort of an apology on behalf of the Government for ite not 
hed one yi lee of the ‘Eecopean merchanta to the fullest extent. Sir 
Charles Elliott requested the European merchants in connection with this ques. 
Charles Elliott tol" Government in increasing the utility of the Caleutta Docks 
and also tried to convince them of the strength of the grounds which influenced 
the Government in refusing to sanction the opening of a rival railway line to 
the East Indian Railway. Sir Charles Elliott’s arguments do not convince us 
and it cannot be expected that they did convince his European audience. 
king of the Indian industries, the retiring Lieutenant-Governor made 
a passing reference to the cultivation of tea in Bengal, He defended the 
present system of cooly emigration to the tes plantations in Assam, but had 
nothing to say about the abuses vf cooly recruitment or about the cry; 
grievances of the labourers employed in the tea gardens. Sir Charles Elhott 
was not invited to dinner by Indian cooiies, und he was not addressing an 
gudience consisting of that wretched class of human beings, He spoke on 
behalf of the tea planters and not of the Indian coolies. He tried his ‘best to 
keep his audience in humour, and he assured them that the supply of labour to 
tea plantations, mines and European colonies in foreign parts would be facilitated. 
‘The excesa of population in the country seems to have given the Lieutenant- 
Governor cause for anxiety, and he spoke in high terms of the so-called remedy 
for this evil, viz., emigration. Sir Charles Elliott also referred in this connection 
to the cry raised in season and out of seasun by some false philanthropists in 
England, lamenting the alleged miseries of Indian labourers, and calling upon 
the Government to impose restrictions on the a ye of labour in this 
country and thereby ruin the Indian industries. Sir Charles Elliott condemned 
the conduct of these pseudo—philanthropists, and in this as well as in his 
condemnation of the conduct of those Englishmen who have raised a hue and 
cry against the employment of Indian Jascars on board English vessels, the 
officials and non-ofticials, natives and Europeans, are at one. 

Sir Charles Elliott’s reference to the Hindu—Musalman quarrels was not, 
however, in good taste, He ought not to have dug up the hatchet whieh was 
buried long since.. As was to be expected, the retiring Lieutenant-Governor 
defended the conduct of the European officials in connection with the Hindu; 
Musalman riots, praised the police, and condemned the Hindus. In his opinion 
the Hindus were most to blame m the matter, as they had always proved to be 
the aggressive party. It is useless to argue with Sir Charles Elliott, but we 
inust say that he did not act wisely in trying to bring over his audience to his 
views. Among the Europeans present on, the occasion, there were no doubt 
some of the indigo-planters of Bihar who haye never been at one with the 
Government in the matter of the kine-killing riot, and have never failed to 
condemn the mistaken official policy in conneetion with it. 

Sir Charles Elliott next referred to the reform of Indian legislative 
councils, and expressed his satisfaction at the working of the new system. He 
cungratulated the panapean merchant on the fact that the Indian budget is 
now allowed to be discussed every year at the meetings of the legislative 
councils, The Anglo-Indian community of India has profited by the new 
system, and it must be acknowledged that it has done the Indian peaple also 
some amount of good. The retiring Lieutenant-Governor was anal to refer 
to the premerune condition of the Indian revenues, which he attributed to the 
material prosperity of the people of Bengal in comparison with the condition of 
the peopie of other provinces. of India. He. ought in this connection also to have 
attributed the comparative well-being of the people of Bengal to the Per- 

manent Settlement, and expressed his pegret at the attempts which have lately 


been made by the Government to cripple the system and thereby prejudicially. 


affect the condition of the people of Bengal. 


Sir Charles Elliott did not forget to have a fling at the critics of the 
Government at home, and he asked “the gentlemen who write so glibly about 
the bankruptcy of India, to devote their attention to discussing the bankruptcy of 
France, or Italy, or Germany, or Austria.” Sir Charles Elliott’s comparison 18 
¥ sant If he had to draw any comparison between the financial condition 
of India and that of any other country, he ought to have named England 
or Australia or any other country forming a part of the English domi- 
nions, It does not speak well for the Lieutenant-Governor’s knowledge 


* ghee an .@ 


of European history that he spoke of the bankruptcy of France—of 
a country which waintained its financial equilibrium after paying two 
hundred millions of pounds to Germany as war indemnity. Italy is on the 
brink of bankruptcy, and it is out of place to cite its name in connection with 
Indian finances. Let Sir Charles Elliott say what he will, there is no manner of 
doubt that the financial condition of India is deplorable, and that it is so is the 
opinion not only of Dadabhai Nowroji, but of Anglo-Indian statesmen and 
financiers like Sir Auckland Colvin and Sir David Barbour. 


In conclusion, Sir Charles Ellivtt praised the official class in India in 
general, and his Secretaries in particular. He did not forget to have a word of 
praise for his Boswell, Mr. Skrine, and the non-official Anglo-Indians also had 
their share of thanks, 2 


91. ‘The same paper observes that it could not be expected that Pundit 
Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna should let this oppor- 
tunity of worshipping the retiring Lieutenant- 
Governor escape. The political pundit ought to 
have first taken the field. But better late then never, and he has induced the 
Bengal pundits to present a farewell address to Sir Charles Elliott. The King, 
in the opinion of the Hindus, is always entitled to worship, and no one would 
have objected tu the Bengal pundits doing honour to Sir Charles Elliott had not 
the grounds on which they base his claim to this honour been rather prepos- 
terous. Sir Charles Elliott is going to be honoured by the pundits for the reason 
that he has encouraged the spread of Sanskrit-learning by founding scholarships 
and driétts (stipends) for rewarding learned Sanskrit scholars. Pundit Mahesh 
Chandra Nyayaratna was at the root of the foundation of these scholarships, and 
everybody knows that they were founded immediately after the Consent Bill was 
passed, no doubt with the object of winning over the pundits to the Government 
side—the pundits who were the most strenuous in opposing the passing of the 
Bill. The object of the foundation of these scholarships was to destroy the 
independence of the pundits, and no stronger procs could be given to show that 
the object of the Government has been fulfilled than the fact that the pundits are 

oing out of their breaten track to present an address to a retiring governor. 
Wyayaratns has called on all the pundits to meet and present the address, and 
his command must be obeyed. For disobedience may result in a recipient of 
Government aid being deprived of allowance and an intending recipient of the 
chance of ever getting it. Raja Saurendra Mohan Tagore has taken a leading 
part in the movement, and he has a motive to do so. 


The pundits’ farewell address to 
the retiring Lieutenant-Governor. 
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92. Referring to the provisions of the Legal Practitioners’ Act Amendment 

Bill, the Uriya and Navasamvaa of the 23rd October 

The Legal Practitioners Act observes that the power of appointing, suspending, 
Amendment Dill. or dismissing legal practitioners should, in the 
interests of the public, invariably rest in the hands of the highest courtin the 


land. "eine 
; me paper supports the proposal of Mr. Cooke, the Commissioner 
oe  Semmere af the Onlets Division, made in his last Annual Ad- 
Proposed addition of territories ministration Report to amalgamate the Sambalpur 
ae eer eee district of the Central Provinces, and a portion of 
the Ganjam district of the Madras Presidency with the Orissa Division of the 
Bengal Presidency, and to consolidate them into 4 sin le division under the 
Commissioner of Orissa, approves of all the arguments advanced by Mr. Cooke 
in favour of the proposal, and invites all the Uriye-qponking public ofthe three 
provinces to bring the proposal again and again to the notice of the Supreme 


Government. ia aa i aii cin ? 
44. The Utkal Dipika of the 26th October 1s sorry to Jearn that only one | 

. J native of India, namely, Shaikh Asgarali, has been 

The question of simultaneous ble to pass the last competitive examination for the 
Civil Service Examinations. Indian Civil Service with. success, and is thereby 


at mi f simul- 
led to ob that Government might have safely adopted the system o 
anaes prnasitiations, lately disallowed by a majority of votes in the House of 
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Commons, without any apprehension of that service being swamped by the 
a OS. All the’ nati f Orissa for the week under rep rt are f 
. . the native papers oO ° ° ° . 2 
Aus Bagive Sarees " oer that insufficient rainfall in October has 


or ORISSA. Oro POP, Me Sate | Opinion aut me Boer 
op prospe _ done some injury to the standing rice-crop in the 


fiel ds, 
NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Off7. Bengak Translator, 


BenGAaLi TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 7th December, 1895. 
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